
Fratelli Tutti and 
its call to the 

Legion of Mary



- A Social Encyclical which borrows its title 
from the ADMONITIONS of St Francis of 
Assisi

- Like the Admonitions, it proposes a way of 
life marked  by the flavour of the Gospel

CONTEXT



- The global pandemic of COVID 19 erupted 
during the writing process

- In a way the pandemic demonstrated ever 
more strongly the need for fraternity, for 
solidarity, for the Gospel to penetrate 
every fibre of human existence 

CONTEXT



Summary

- 8 Chapters

- Chapter 1: Dark Clouds over a closed world – Global 
problems

- Chapter 2: Strangers on the Road – There is hope if we but 
be Good Samaritans

- Chapter 3: Envisaging and engendering an open World – an 
inclusive world vs protective, closed economies and policies 
– love without borders



- Chapter 4: Heart open to the whole world – Migration –
providing securities so that there is no need for 
unnecessary migration and at the same time, creating 
the right balance between the protection of citizens’ 
rights and the guarantee of welcome and assistance for 
migrants. Think globally but act locally

- Chapter 5: Better Politics – politics centred on human 
dignity and not reduced to merely financial 
considerations, becoming socially aware so we are not 
swayed by articulate charismatic leaders who may not 
have told us the whole truth.



- Chapter 6: Dialogue and Friendship – “Art of 
encounter” , the “cultivation of kindness”, responsible 
use of social media platforms, consensus vs truth

- Chapter 7: Paths of Renewed Encounter – Peace is 
connected to truth, justice and mercy. No such thing as 
a “Just War”… is capital punishment justified?

- Chapter 8: Religion and Fraternity – religions are at the 
service of the world. Terrorism is not due to religions 
but to erroneous interpretations of religious texts 



The Heart of 
the Encyclical:

The Parable of 
the Good 
Samaritan 



Instead of abstract moralizing” or a “social and ethical message,” Pope 
Francis invites us to enter into this Gospel parable. 
Christ’s words to the scholar of the law are readdressed to us: 
Which of the persons do you identify with?
Which of these characters do you resemble?” 

We face a fundamental choice. “Here, all our distinctions, labels and masks 
fall away: it is the moment of truth. Will we bend down to touch and heal 
the wounds of others?”
This retreat will therefore, focus on this chapter. 



Questions to explore and share:

1. Which of the persons do you identify with?
2. Which of these characters do you resemble?” 

3. What difference has the pandemic made to the world and to us?

4. Who is/ will be left by the wayside, today and tomorrow?
5. How can I, personally and our Praesidium be Good Samaritans? 
To whom am I / are we called to serve? 



The Church is a home with open doors, because she is 
a mother”.[269]

And in imitation of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, “we 
want to be a Church that serves, that leaves home and 
goes forth from its places of worship, goes forth from 
its sacristies, in order to accompany life, to sustain 
hope, to be the sign of unity… to build bridges, to 
break down walls, to sow seeds of reconciliation”.[270]

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn269
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn270


For many Christians, this journey of fraternity also has a Mother, 
whose name is Mary. 

Having received this universal motherhood at the foot of the 
cross (cf. Jn 19:26), she cares not only for Jesus but also for 
“the rest of her children” (cf. Rev 12:17). 

In the power of the risen Lord, she wants to give birth to a new 
world, where all of us are brothers and sisters, where there is 
room for all those whom our societies discard, where justice 
and peace are resplendent.



BLESSED 
VIRGIN 
MARY, 
MOTHER OF 
THE CHURCH, 
PRAY FOR US
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