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OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
10am-8pm <> Lunch Hours – 1pm-2pm 
(Now closed due to COVID-19) 

CLERGY & PASTORAL STAFF 
  Ext. 103 
 Ext. 104 
 Ext. 102 

Fr. Johan Wongso, SS.CC   
Fr. Anthony Hutjes, SS.CC  
Fr. Rusdi Santoso, SS.CC   
Andrew Neo  Ext. 107 
June Phoon – Youth Pastoral Associate 
EMAIL: bsc.youthpastoral@catholic.org.sg 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
Peter Paul Lim (Secretariat)     Ext. 101 
EMAIL: bsc.secretariat@catholic.org.sg

PRIEST-IN_RESIDENCE 
Fr. Sambodo Sru Ujianto, SS.CC 
Chaplain of KKIS 
TEL: 8157-0473 

Damien Center Kindergarten 
Tel: 6473-7812 / Fax: 67432406 

WEEKEND GOSPEL READING (3rd May 2020) 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

1st Reading (Acts 2:36-41) 
This is the conclusion of the sermon preached by Peter on 
the day of Pentecost.  He tells the people that Jesus, whom 
they crucified, has been raised up and is now the Lord. 
Many of his hearers repent of their sins and accept Baptism. 

2nd Reading (1 Pet 2: 20-25) 
This was addressed to slaves.  Peter urges them to bear 
their unjust sufferings with patience, as Christ, the Good 
Shepherd, bore his sufferings for love of us. 

Gospel (Jn 10: 1-10) 
Jesus compares his love for his 
disciples to the love of a shepherd for 
his sheep. 
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Sacraments and Pastoral Services 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please make an appointment with the 
Secretariat before proceeding for surgery. 
 
Holy Matrimony  
Couples must inform the Pastor at least  
6 months before booking the Church for 
the Wedding Mass/Service. 
 
Infant Baptism 
For schedule of next baptism for children 
please contact Parish Office.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please make an appointment with the 
Secretariat before proceeding for surgery. 
 
Holy Matrimony  
Couples must inform the Pastor at least  
6 months before booking the Church for 
the Wedding Mass/Service. 
 
Infant Baptism 
For schedule of next baptism for children 
please contact Parish Office.  
 

Tent of Meeting Restoration (TOMR) DONATION 
Due to COVID-19 #StayHome, please donate using Internet Fund 

Transfers to Blessed Sacrament Church -Restricted Funds  
(Standard Chartered Bank: A/C No: 01-0-306262-9) OR  
via PayNow (Unique Entity Number – T08CC4050J) 

DAILY MASS READINGS FOR 4TH WEEK OF EASTER 
MON 4th May - Ac 11:1-18; Ps 41:2-3; 42:3-4; Go Jn 10:22-30 
TUES 5th May - Ac 11:19-26; Ps 86:1-7;  Go Jn 10:22-30 
WED 6th May - Ac 12:24–13:5; Ps 66: 2-3, 5,6&8; Go Jn 12:44-50 

THURS 7th May - Ac 13:13-25; Ps 88:2-3, 21-22, 25&27; Go Jn 13:16-20 
FRI 8th May - Ac 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11; Go Jn 14:1-6 
SAT 9th May - Ac 13:44-52; Ps 97:1-4;  Go Jn 14:7-14 
SUN 10th May - 5th Sunday of Easter 
FOR ALL MASS INTENTIONS, PLEASE REFER TO THE CHURCH NOTICEBOARD. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News 
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SUN 3rd  FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 
07.30 am : For souls of Joseph Lee Chang Keng & Michael Lim Joo Hua. 

09.00 am : 
For Souls of Bertram Seah, Gladys Seah, John Duncan, 
& Stephen Santa Maria 

10.45 am : For all who died because of Corvid19 
05.30 pm : For the soul of Theresa Klyne 

MON 4TH (Act 11:1-18/Ps 41:2-3, 42,3-4/Go Jn 10:11-18) 
07.00 am: For souls Mr & Mrs John Baptist Chua 
08.30 am: For soul of Theresa Klyne 
06.00 pm: For all who died because of Corvid19 

TUE 5TH (Ac 11: 19-26/Ps 86: 1-7/Go Jn 10: 22-30) 
07.00 am: For souls of Bertram Seah & Gladys Seah 

08.30 am: 
For soul of Theresa Klyne & All who died because of 
Corvid19. 

06.00 pm: 
Thanksgiving to St. Anthony & St. Joseph 
For soul of Theresa Chin Choon Foong. 

WED 6TH (Ac 12: 24-13,5/Ps 66: 2-3,5,6 & 8/Go Jn 12: 44-50) 
07.00 am: For all who died because of Corvid19 
08.30 am: For souls of Lawrence  & Theresa Klyne 
06.00 pm: For souls of Magdalene Goh Pway Cheng (26th anniversary) 

THUR 7TH (Ac 13: 13-25/Ps 88: 2-3, 21-22,25&27/Go Jn 13: 16-20) 
07.00 am: For souls of Bertram Seah, Gladys Seah & Mavis Roberts. 

08.30 am: 
For soul of Theresa Klyne & all who died because of 
Corvid19. 

06.00 pm: Birthday Blessings for Michael Goh 
FRI 8TH  (Ac 13: 26-33 1-20/Ps 2: 6-11/Go Jn 14: 1-6) 

07.00 am: For all who died because of Corvid19 

08.30 am: 
For soul of Edmund Low (5th anniversary)  
For soul of Francis Sebastian (2nd Anniversary)  

06.00 PM: For souls of Clara Tan & Theresa Klyne 
SAT 9TH  (Ac 13: 44-52/Ps 97: 1-4/Go Jn 14: 7-14) 

07.00 am : 
For souls of Bertram & Gladys Seah. 
For all who died because of Corvid19 

08.30 am : For souls of Joseph Lim Swee Seng & Theresa Klyne 
06.00 pm : For souls of Lourdes Das Raja & Jude Song 

SUN 10TH  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
ALL MASSES SUSPENDED TILL FURTHER NOTICE 

CHURCH IS CLOSED TILL FURTHER NOTICE 
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 Submission of articles by the 12th of the 
month.  Email your article to: 
anghweeshen@gmail.com 
 
Please include your name, contact number 
and address.  The editorial team reserves 
the right to edit or publish any articles for 
publication.  
Maximum article length: 450 words  
 
 Binding Date: 28 May 2020 

Spiritual Director 
Rev. Johan Wongso 

 
Chief Editor 
Patricia Ang 

Assistant Editor 
- 

Writers 
Patricia Ang 

Aaron and Selly Soon 
 Kelley D’Cruz 

Isadora Lee 
Jacqueline Lee 

 
Layout 

Ivy Wong/ Susan Tham 
 

Production 
Susan Teo 

Katherine Tan 
Stellar Ko  

Magdelene Ng 
Gracie Chow 
Rita Vincent 
Agnes Allen 
Lilian Choo 

Editor’s Desk  Pg 6 
Announcements. Pg 7 -10 
Fr Damien Society Balance Sheet Pg 11 
Discipleship and Evangelisation  
(Part 3) 

Pg 12-14 
 

Mary, the Model Disciple  Pg 15-17 
Risen Pg 17-19 
If We Can Rise Up with Him Pg 20-22 
The Reality of His Blessings Pg 22-23 
In Memory of Grandma Agnes  Pg 23-24 
Stones Will Cry Out  Pg 25-26 
Kids’ Contest Pg 27 
Chinese In Brief Pg 28 

 

 

 
 

All articles are written from the writer’s perspective. 

mailto:anghweeshen@gmail.com
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Editor’s Desk 
 

Compassion & Empathy 
 
Nobody cares how much you know, until they know how much you care. 
(Theodore Roosevelt) 
 
When COVID19 Circuit Breaker measures were announced for 7 April to 4 May 
2020 (inclusive) in Singapore, heightened safe-distancing measures were 
implemented to pre-empt escalating infections of COVID-19. On 18 April, a 
record of 942 new COVID-19 cases were reported in Singapore, bringing the 
national total to 5,992. 
COVID19 has changed the way things are done. Most employees are working 
from home, some with longer hours and endless meetings each day. Home-based 
learning is being conducted for the children. It is not easy adjusting to this new 
arrangement. Parents have to multi-task with their work and guiding their 
children. We cannot visit our elderly parents whom we are not staying with 
except to pass them essential items when the needs arise. It can be boring and 
lonely for the older folks. It is now necessary to wear a mask from when we step 
out of our house. Let us be reminded to care for the people that we come in 
contact with.  
This year, Holy Week was celebrated at home. I felt a sense of emptiness and 
loss. However, when I watched the Mass online, I felt for Archbishop William 
Goh in the empty cathedral celebrating Mass for us – people who yearned to be 
there but were unable to do so. May we continue to keep him and the church 
community in prayers. 
As we journey into the month of May, may we continue to pray for one another, 
our family and friends, healthcare professionals, the church community and the 
people around us. Stay in faith and be positive. Spend some time to check on our 
loved ones and give words of encouragement. 
To all the mothers/godmothers, Happy Mother’s Day. May each of you continue 
to be an inspiration to your child/godchild.   
 
God Bless 
Patricia Ang 



7 
 

Sponsor a Bouquet at Weekend Masses 
In aid of Tent of Meeting Restoration 

(TOMR) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordering is easy. 
 

Make your selection. Contact Church Office for payment 
and the bouquet will be offered in your name on the 

weekend you have selected.  This sponsorship programme 
will run as long as funds are needed for restoration. Thank 

you for your generosity. 

Lectern - $250 

Main Altar - $ 500 

Holy Family  
- $250 

Father Damien 
- $250 

     

Mother Mary  
- $ 50/$100/$150 

Sacred Heart 
- $300 
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In view of COVID-19, please use PayNow, bank transfer or send a 
cheque to church for your love offering. Thank you in advance for 

your generosity to donate to the Church Maintenance Fund  
and Tent of Meeting Restoration (TOMR) Project. 
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Appeal for regular pledge to the GIFT Campaign 
To be prayed at Online Mass, during Holy Communion 
 
On 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday on 19 April), Rev Msgr Philip 
Heng, S.J appealed to the Catholic Community in Singapore. 
 
In short, he said as we go through the challenges during the unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak, our archdiocese is weathering the storm too. 

We need to entrust your lives to the Risen Lord and also ponder in our hearts 
on how the Holy Spirit may be stirring within our hearts to 
support the many needs of our archdiocese. 

Our generous support would be deeply appreciated 
through a regular pledge with GIFT. 

Please go to this link - 
https://catholicfoundation.secure.force.com/pledge to 
make a regular pledge to the GIFT campaign. A regular 
pledge with GIFT would help the Archdiocese a long way. 
 

To be prayed at Online Mass, during Holy Communion 

Act Of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I long for You 
in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though You have 
already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to 
You; never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

 
 
The church is looking for Media Team members in the following areas: 

• Sub-Editor  
• Print Media Designer 
• Photographer 
• Web Design Team 
• Facebook Team 

 
If you have experience or have interest in these areas and are looking to serve 
the church, please email webmaster@bsc.org.sg for more information. 

https://catholicfoundation.secure.force.com/pledge
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Pentecost is coming and the Church will celebrate it on Sunday, 
31 May. It is still not too late to join the worldwide virtual 

PENTECOST PILGRIMAGE today. Join thousands from around 
the world journeying together in joy toward the upper room. 

 

Register yourself online at https://www.pentecostpilgrimage.com/ 
 

 

Please note that from when 
mass resumes, all Mass 

intentions will not be  
published in the bulletin. 

It will be displayed on the notice 
board outside  

  

https://www.pentecostpilgrimage.com/
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BALANCE SHEET JANUARY 2019 TO DEC 2019 - FATHER DAMIEN SOCIETY T12LL0765L 
CONTRIBUTIONS $      
Donations $6,030.00      
Fundraisings $4,040.70      
         
Total contributions received     $10,070.70  
 

    
 

DISBURSEMENTS AND EXPENSES      

On projects in Rempang Home for boys and girls.  
Renovation of the facilities and sponsoring school fees , 
meals, Christmas gifts, and party 

$9,728.05 

    
On projects Batam Kindergartens 

$5,445.40 

   

 

Uniforms and stationery for kindergartens, salary 
supplements for teachers, yearly Christmas for the 
children  

 
On projects Indonesia   

   

 
Mentawai - Solar lamps $200.00  
Central Java Home - Stationery and needs for 18 babies 
and 32 children $1,265.00 

 
Rebuilt caretaker house - Batam $1,500.00  
IT equipment for School Linkungan $7,000.00  
Seminarians - SS.CC - Supporting in their studies & 
organic soil project $7,000.00 

 
        
On projects in Singapore   

   

 
Christmas gifts for Silra home $300.00  
Blood donation/ Mission Sunday/Youth campaign etc  $3,355.10  

On projects in Uganda 
Raising funds for Hospice Children in Uganda $2,492.00 

    

   
 

On projects in Philippines (2014) 

$20,355.50 

   

 
students at Bagung Silang  & milk nourishment ,and fees 
for elementary school and sending of clothes for those in 
need  
Total disbursements and expenditure     $58,641.05  
     
Contributions less expenditure and disbursements  -$48,570.35  
Cash in Bank as of Dec 2018 - (contributions payable to projects)  $53,387.14  
NETT AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019  $4,816.79  

     
07.01.2020     
Donations can be made by cheque to “Father Damien Society 
LLP”     
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SCC – Discipleship and Evangelisation (Part 3) 
Field Experience and Unexpected Testimonies 

by SCC Working Group 
 
We re-commenced the SCC Cycle 1 sessions on 7th January 2020 after a 5-week break 
from 3rd Dec 2019.  We had a potluck makan before the start of the session.   
 
We were pleasantly surprised during the general discussion that most had started 
engaging others, whether in one-off situations (with strangers) or colleagues and 
friends with follow up opportunities.  If we had allowed each and every one time to 
share all their exploits, we would probably have had to stay up till the next morning! 
 
The discussions for each particular case brought up ended with concrete steps to be 
taken next.  Whilst the participants were reminded that it is good to have one-off 
conversations with others, they were urged to identify three persons to approach and 
to be able to continue a dialogue over a period of time.  That would be of value in 
discussions for the coming SCC sessions.   
 
Praise Jesus for the encouraging outcome! 
 

 
 
Subsequent to 7th January 2020, in preparation for the Parish Pastoral Plan Follow Up 
Sessions with clusters of organisations on 12th January and 9th February 2020, we had 
randomly requested Christine Tan and Dominic Toh if they would share some of their 
experiences in a “structured interview” with a simple set of questions given to them 
for preparation. 
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We were astounded when they (on their own accord) put their responses in writing. 
We give praise to Jesus and share them here with you:  
1. On the aspect of conversational evangelisation, tell us about your situation 
before attending the recent SCC sessions. 
Christine (C): I totally did not understand what was it all about. I don’t know how to 
begin, was always tongue-tied, nervous, fearful and reluctant. 
Dominic:(D): Before attending the SCC sessions, I didn’t know when and how to 
begin a conversation, and what to say to the person of interest. 
2. How have the sessions helped you? 
C: These sessions have helped me tremendously. I had trouble grasping some of the 
materials in the first 2 to 3 sessions. I was asking myself “how”. As these are 
progressive formation sessions, they have helped me to gain momentum and 
understanding slowly on a new horizon of ideas; understanding and clarity opened 
before me. 
D: The sessions taught me how to initiate a conversation and what to talk about in the 
conversation. 
3. Managed to reach out to anyone yet? 
C: Yes, I managed to reach out to an old friend. She was telling me about her physical 
bodily pains and aches. She said aging with so much pain is terrible. Life is 
meaningless. So I patiently listened to her story. She asked me what to do. Ah! Now 
the opportunity came. I shared my religion, my faith and my Jesus, the healer to her. 
I promised to meet with her over a cup of coffee soon. 
D: I’ve managed to “work” on my aunt, who is more inclined to Buddhism. I’ll 
continue to engage her when I see her again. 
4. Would you have reached out to ...... if not for these sessions? 
C: Definitely not. These sessions have taught me the skill of the art of evangelising. 
The support that the core team members gave was good and the understanding of what 
we went through is very much appreciated. Thank you. 
D: I am unlikely to have attempted to engage her if not for the SCC sessions. 
5. Ready to reach out to many more people? 
C: Ready! I prayed. Jesus answers! I am now comfortable. 
D: I’ll reach out to more people and put into practice what I have learnt from those 
sessions. 
6. Anything you would like to tell our sisters and brothers here about the course? 
C: I would like to invite brothers and sisters to come and experience these themselves.   
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D: The course helps me to build up confidence in engaging people by teaching me 
when and how to begin my approach. It also prepped me on how to craft and share 
my faith story with my "target". 
 
[In addition, at the PPP Follow Up session on 12/1/20, Christine shared the following: 
“I am by nature a rather fearful person, very frightened of everything. I am now more 
bold, more daring, more open to talking to others. Thank you!”] 

Practical Evangelisation in Small Christian Community (SCC) Sessions 
Due to COVID-19, we will be using online technology to conduct the SCC Sessions. 
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Mary, the Model Disciple  
by Stella Lee 

 
The Church has traditionally set aside the month of May in honour of Mother 
Mary. Here, we think a bit more about where Mary fits in the life of faith.  
 
I want to explore the idea of Mary as the model disciple under three activities: 
praying, preaching and pointing. All three activities are interrelated and placing 
ourselves at the feet of Mary, endeavouring to learn from her, we will be better 
equipped for all three too. 
 
Mary at prayer 
We see Mary in prayer in Luke 1:26-38. We find Mary “pondering” and 
“storing” things up in her heart. At the Annunciation, we are told that Mary was 
greatly troubled when Angel Gabriel called her “full of grace” and responded by 
“pondering” what it meant.  
 
Again when the shepherds came to see the Child Jesus and recounted the sign 
the angel told them of, we are told that Mary responded by “treasuring these 
things in her heart and pondering them.”  
 
A third time, after Mary lost and found Jesus in the Temple at Jerusalem and He 
went down to Nazareth with them, we find Mary “treasuring these things in her 
heart”. The question is what is it to treasure something in your heart and to 
ponder over it? What is Mary doing in all these scenes? The answer is really 
simple: praying.  
 
Some of us would not think of that as we are used to vocal prayer that is 
predominately spoken or sung. We may not think of prayer as meditative or 
contemplative, praying in silence. Yet that is what Mary was doing. In response 
to these unbelievable events, she did not exclaim or shout for joy. She did not 
say anything. Instead she turned inward in silence and pondered over them.  
 
Through her prayer, we learn to develop for ourselves a silent contemplative 
prayer to have an intimate union with Jesus. There is an awareness that He lives 
in us, we can speak to Him and listen to Him in our hearts. That is what Mary 
had and that is what we can have if only we want it and ask for it. It is in prayer 
that Mary shows herself to be a true disciple. 
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Mary preaching 
Not many people think of Mary as a preacher. She did preach and preached very 
well. In Luke 1:39-56, we find the meeting between Mary and Elizabeth where 
Elizabeth speaks those prophetic words to Mary that we recite when we pray the 
Hail Mary. Notice how Mary responds in the Magnificat. It is not simply a prayer 
but Mary preaching to Elizabeth. Mary is witnessing to others about the saving 
mystery of God in the world. She calls God my Saviour, something that will 
recur in the Christian world from then until the present day. Mary mentions 
several things God has done in the world. “He has done great things for me… 
He has scattered the proud hearted. He has filled the hungry with good things.” 
All these things are instances of God’s action in the world and Mary stands 
before Elizabeth and boldly proclaims them to her. Though it is not in front of 
thousands of people in Jerusalem like Peter’s sermon or in front of philosophers 
in Athens like Paul’s speech (Acts 17:16-34), it is in front of an old woman in a 
small village in Judea. But it is preaching nonetheless.  
 
Let us not forget that God often asks us to preach in little unnoticed ways: a kind 
word to a stranger, a correction to our friend who is leading us astray or 
confidently telling someone that we are Catholics and are proud of it. That is 
how Mary preached in small simple ways. Through her preaching, we learn that 
however small the task set before us, we ought to proclaim Jesus boldly in it.  
We learn that following Jesus and preaching Him to the world involves the 
willingness to be small and to do small things with a big heart for God.  
 
For us, that should be impetus to start to know our faith better. If we want to 
share the truth of Christ with others, we must first think what we are going to tell 
them and what they need to hear.  If we can’t answer these questions, then we 
won’t be as effective as we could be in preaching Christ but in being His 
disciples too. 
 
Mary pointing   
In the Magnificat, we find Mary instantly shifting the focus from herself to God. 
She says, “My soul glorifies the Lord.” She rejoices in God “for He has looked 
on the humble handmaid.” Finally the great reason behind why we called Mary 
blessed. “He who is mighty has done great things for me and holy is His name.” 
Mary points but never to herself. She always points to God. This is particularly 
evident in her famous last words that tell us all we need to know about her. “Do 
whatever He tells you.” (John 2:5) at the wedding at Cana. She does not speak 
another word after that in the Gospel. She utters these words and falls into 
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silence, appearing again at the cross, without a word. Instead, she leaves us with 
nothing other than a command to obediently follow Jesus. 
 
Misinformed Catholics look at all the titles we give Mary and are left 
scandalised, thinking that we give her too much honour. But all the titles of Our 
Lady really speak of her relation to Jesus. For example, Ark of the Covenant. 
Who is the New Covenant? Jesus Christ. Mary becomes the Ark by having Christ 
in her womb. Again, think of Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom. Who is the Wisdom 
that comes from God? Jesus Christ. 
 
Through her pointing, we learn that to be a disciple of Jesus is to live a life always 
with reference to Him. Mary’s whole life, her existence, is a pointing to Jesus. 
That is the point of meditating on the mysteries when we pray the Rosary. Mary 
helps us there to think about the life of Jesus.  
 
Our lives should be a great witness to Jesus. Mary leaves us with a sure way of 
being a disciple of Jesus but it is not an easy way because it involves a lot of 
sacrifices on our part, changing our behaviour, our likes and dislikes, our friends, 
our jobs, etc. We should not give up or lose heart for whatever God asks of us, 
He will give us more than enough help to do it.      

 
 

Risen – What Are Your Reasons for Believing? 
by Jacqueline Lee 

 
The 2016 film Risen was released with little hype. I am not much of a movie fan, 
but it has stayed in my mind over these years and finally, at the beginning of 
Lent, I had the time for a re-look at the parts that struck me most. 
 
Risen is about a fictitious Roman tribune, Clavius, who is instructed by Pilate to 
ensure that there would be no way for anyone to stage Jesus’ resurrection.  
Clavius personally supervises the sealing of the tomb but, of course, Jesus rose, 
so he is given the job of finding Jesus’ body, and ends up meeting the Apostles 
and Jesus! 
 
I found the show a thought-provoking exploration of faith, even though it is a 
secular production.  It asks several questions and here are three big ones that can 
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help us examine and appreciate what we believe.  They trigger more questions 
so do join me in searching your heart for your questions and answers.  
 
Do you truly believe all this? 
The story begins with Clavius telling an innkeeper what happened.  At the end 
of his account, the innkeeper asks, “do you truly believe all this?” 
 
Indeed, are we fully convinced and convicted about the Gospel story?  Why do 
we believe “all this”? 
 
What made you follow Him? 
Clavius asks John this question during the time he goes around Galilee with the 
Apostles.  Before John can answer, there is a commotion nearby as Jesus 
embraces and heals a leper who is being chased away by someone.  “That’s 
why,” says John.  
 
Are we Jesus’ followers because He works miracles? Or because He is 
compassionate?  What draws us to Him? 
 
What frightens you? 
This question comes during the poignant few moments when Clavius talks to 
Jesus alone.  Perhaps you can picture yourself in this scene with Jesus. 
 

Clavius tells Jesus, “I cannot reconcile all this with the world I know.”   
 
To this, Jesus asks, “What frightens you?”  
 
Clavius replies, “Being wrong.  Waging eternity on it.”  
 
He tears when talking about wrestling with ‘faith’, and Jesus gently helps 
him to think through it by asking, “What is it you seek, Clavius?” 
 
He says, “Certainty.  Peace.” and Jesus adds, “a day without death”, exactly 
what the violence-weary Clavius had said earlier in the show.   

 
How much more assurance would we feel if we always remember that God 
knows everything we go through? 
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In our faith, we often talk about ‘mysteries’ and belief in ‘things unseen’, so it is 
not surprising to have questions.  Yet, there are also many things we see and 
know that can help our belief.  We ask our Lord to increase our faith, and pray 
also for those who see - or don’t see - but have yet to believe.  It is not always 
easy for them to come to the faith. 
 
Pilate and the other Romans never expected that Jesus’ death was not the end of 
the story.  There was much more to come once He had risen and we are blessed 
to believe in this never-ending story. 
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If We Can Rise Up With Him 
by Isadora Lee 

 
I am writing this piece in the midst of the circuit-breaker. I have been home for 
the past one week as all my classes have shifted online. My husband has been 
working from home since the government started advocating for people to do so. 
My eldest has a schedule of home-based learning to do. Number two, who is in 
Kindergarten, has his share too.  
 
I have to be honest: I find it hard adjusting to this change. But the even harder 
part for me is the shutdown of my social life. I was planning to meet some old 
friends for a meal in April and May, but I can't now. I used to take breakfast in 
the market every morning, that being my designated quiet time, but I can't now. 
I was taking a weekly gym class but it has since been suspended. I used to bring 
my children down to the playground every day but the playground is now 
cordoned off. With the suspension of Mass ensuing, Palm Sunday and Good 
Friday for me felt even more silent, because God seemed to be even further away 
from us. 
 
And it got me thinking about how life could become in the future. As I watched 
the Good Friday service, there was a point when the camera angle turned to the 
empty cathedral. We are facing a shortage of priests. People are turning away 
from religion. Will empty churches eventually become a reality? Such a trend is 
already settling in, in parts of Europe. I had visited Hungary and Austria many 
years back, and the churches were barely filled at Mass. I asked a local and he 
said that the only people attending Mass were the old folks; the young people 
did not see the point to go anymore.  
 
The truth is, we are all vulnerable to such low points. We probably have heard 
of stories of people leaving the church because they were too disappointed with 
God. Even for ourselves, don't we sometimes wonder where God is, when we 
are confronted with seemingly insurmountable challenges in our lives? Or we 
might be disconnected with Him because we are just unable to find time to pray 
and engage in deep reflection.  
 
For all of us, Lent came earlier than it should this year. The COVID-19 pandemic 
caused Masses to be suspended, even before Ash Wednesday. None of us had 
our foreheads streaked with ash. None of us got to wave our palms triumphantly 
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on Palm Sunday. None of us experienced the washing of feet on Maundy 
Thursday. None of us got to venerate the woody cross on Good Friday.  
 
To be honest, with God so far away, it has been challenging for me to stay in 
faith in the midst of this pandemic. The peace of God is very far away. In 
contrast, I find myself constantly anxious. First, there is the fear of coming down 
with the illness and affecting other members of the family, especially my 
children. Then, there is the anxiety of not having enough in the house, should 
there eventually really be a lockdown within the country. What happened was, 
there were a few occasions when I had headed to the supermarket to do my 
weekly groceries for the family, only to find no rice and eggs left on the shelves. 
There is also constantly a feeling of stress. Now that the school and childcare 
centre are both closed, I have had to manage the children, keep them occupied, 
and at the same time, still ensure that I do my own learning and complete my 
own assignments. I have had to rely on others to help with childcare as a result. 
I do not have additional time on my hands to plan stand-in catechism materials 
for my children. Every day passed like a blur, and very often, I do not have the 
energy to pray and recollect.  
 
My rational mind rates my current state as a mess. But I feel I already can see 
my silver lining in this whole pandemic.  
 
Now that Mass is "online", the whole family can listen to the readings together. 
Previously, I always had to leave Mass in the middle because the youngest child 
will get too restless and noisy. These days, I have had the opportunity to 
constantly highlight the important elements of the Eucharistic celebration to my 
children, as well as guide them through some of the readings.  
 
Now that everyone has to stay home, I have had the chance to do with my 
children activities that I would have outsourced to professionals otherwise. My 
children attended language and gymnastics class. These days, I (re) assumed the 
role of teaching them piano, exercise, and even artwork.  
 
The way I see it, there is always a tendency for us human beings to fixate on the 
negative. We lament about the struggles we face. We mope and cry, instead of 
trying to find a solution. We give up, instead of coming to terms with the 
situation and toughening our psyche as we brave through the situation.  
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But we need to remember that we are an Easter people, that we believe in the 
resurrection. That is what sets us apart! There is a joy in the cross, because with 
it, comes the resurrection and new life. 

 

 
The Reality of His Blessings 

by Kelley D'Cruz 
 

During this period of 'quarantine', I have had a little more time to reflect on the 
present. I realised that the thing to keep me most sane during this period is the 
conscious effort to think good thoughts. I would like to share a story about a 
young boy I met.  
 
I met a bright 6 year-old in June of 2019. He had a mind so swift and a wit so 
quick, he amazed me, and made me laugh during almost every encounter. With 
him, I distinctly remembered the little details - the first time he made eye contact 
with me and said 'Ms Kelley', the first time I heard him let out a genuine giggle, 
the first time I saw him run to a 2-year-old and intentionally shove him to the 
ground, the first time I raised my voice at him, the first time he wrapped his arms 
around me, with a grip forgivably tight, because he knew he had done something 
wrong. I realised that these little things mattered to me, because it took this 
young boy weeks and months to warm up to any one person.  
 
Thinking about this cheeky little boy now, I am in awe at how aware, yet 
unaware, he is of his own life. He may not fully grasp the concept of his different 
abilities (or he may, I would never know), but at the same time, he was quick to 
point out detail that often went unnoticed. He did not always enjoy attending 
school, yet his laugh was one of the purest things I had ever heard, so much so 
that it became my mission to make him laugh every day.  
 
He has since graduated from my preschool and moved on to Pathlight School 
this January. I still see him, much less often, when he comes to my preschool to 
visit; and although he's grown, and perhaps does not hold on to memories as 
fondly as I do, he changed my life profoundly in the short months I spent with 
him. His intelligence surpasses many humans I have met, his awareness and 
attention to detail is painfully accurate, and his sense of humour is pure gold. I 
am invested in his journey, and excited to witness the road he chooses in life, 
hopefully being of help, in any way I can.   
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God places little blessings in our lives; and more often than not, they turn out to 
be the best ones. I pray for the sick and dying during this time, but I also pray 
for those struggling mentally and physically, that we see the reality of God's 
blessings, and that we show unending love to His creations around us. Amen. 
 

 
 

In Memory of Grandma Agnes 
by Patricia Ang 

 
May 25th 2019, the morning the call came from the nursing home when my mum 
informed me at 8am that grandma would not make it. 20 minutes later, my 
grandma Agnes passed on. I sat there on the bed, in shock and sadness. We knew 
this day would come, but it is never easy hearing the news that someone you 
love has passed away. We were supposed to attend the Couple Empowerment 
Course that weekend, which we could not. I quickly rushed out Spotlight and I 
left my team to handle the editing aspect, while I put an article which I was 
supposed to write for Catholic News on hold.  
 
As we were waiting for the death certificate, I was trying to find a church where 
the funeral could be held. The funeral parlours were all taken. One of my 
Spotlight members told me to contact Fr Johan which I did, asking for 
permission whether we could have the wake at BSC. Fr Johan said yes without 
hesitation. Then I had to settle the logistics for tentage, which Peter gave me the 
contact to do. I was then informed that the casket would deliver the coffin to the 
church around 3pm. My mum had made prior arrangements with the undertakers 
for the casket and grandma was beautifully dressed up.  
 
We decided to have the wake for three days. As it was Fr Johan’s off day, I tried 
calling Fr Romeo, and to my surprise, he picked up his office phone. He agreed 
to do the funeral Mass. I was busy liaising about the funeral logistics. My hubby 
quietly made breakfast of a ham and cheese sandwich which I had no mood to 
eat. I recalled packing the remaining sandwich which ended up as my dinner that 
night.  
 
We then headed to BSC for the wake and met my mother there. I consoled mum 
and I prayed silently that my mum would be ok. There was no advertisement 
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made. I only broadcast the news via my Facebook and Instagram. Many sent 
their condolences on social media. 
 
We never expected to have the funeral Mass at Blessed Sacrament Church. Yet 
looking back, I am very thankful it was held there. Everything went smoothly. 
So much help was provided in simple and smooth flowing ways. The NCC group 
came down for night prayers for the next two nights. The rosary group was there 
to say the rosary on the funeral day. A few parishioners had visited grandma in 
hospital and prayed for her.  
 
With no advertisement, we managed to contact grandma’s sister and brother and 
her relatives. It was also a time during which we caught up with my uncle and 
his family. It was three days of hosting people who came by to pay their last 
respects to my grandma. There were a few parishioners who stood outside the 
wake and prayed in silence.  
 
For me, I was especially touched when my friends, Anthony’s friends and my 
in-laws came by for the wake. I thought it would be a quiet wake, yet seeing 
friends at the wake and spending time with us during that period of bereavement 
meant a lot to me. Thank you.  
 
On the funeral day itself, family members and a few friends bade grandma Agnes 
a final farewell. The month before her death, she was in and out of hospital twice. 
She was on tube feeding when I last saw her in the hospital. I managed to spend 
some time with her when she was in the hospital. It pained me to see her 
suffering, but I know she is in better world with God, praying for us.  
 
A loving and doting grandma, she spent the last five years in nursing home. She 
was an excellent cook and someone who lived life to the fullest. I will always 
remember her smile, her love and her patience for all of us in the family.  
 
After the funeral, I took a while to recover from grandma’s death. Unknown to 
most people, whenever I had quiet moments by myself, just thinking of grandma, 
I would tear. It took me around me three months to finally be at peace. 
 
It is a year since grandma’s death. I fondly recall the memories I have with her. 
She lives in my heart and she is still my favourite grandma who is reunited with 
my grandpa whose death anniversary is on May 2nd. To my grandparents, thank 
you for taking care of me and providing us a home to live in. 
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Stones Will Cry Out! 

by Fr Remi 
 

Jesus has risen. Did he, or did he not? For two millennia, Christians believe that 
Jesus did resurrect, but the other two Abrahamic religions do not believe it to be 
so. Why? Because the resurrection of Jesus is the “raison d’être” of Christianity. 
Saint Paul said, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain.” (1 Cor.15:17) 
“But, where is the proof?” they would insist. 
 
Unfortunately, seeing a sign or a proof does not always guarantee that one will 
believe in the truth. Jesus went around Galilee down to Jerusalem, preaching, 
teaching, healing and performing other miracles, and yet many Jews did not 
believe in Him. They accused Him of blaspheming and wanted Him to die. They 
even wanted to kill Lazarus, whom Jesus had resuscitated from death; because 
He was a sign of Jesus’ omnipotence. Believing is really a matter of the heart. 
 
What if there is no proof, could a claim be true? The 400-year period of the 
Jewish slavery in Egypt, mentioned in Genesis 15:13, did it really happen? The 
historian Mireille Hadas-Lebel admitted that there is no Egyptian historical 
record mentioning the presence of the Jews in their land1. Nevertheless, this does 
not mean that the Bible is full of myths. 
 
It is common for a nation to try to erase any trace of unfavorable history. We 
heard accounts of Jews being exterminated by the Nazis. St Edith Stein is one 
of these victims in Auschwitz’s gas chamber, but if we go there today, we will 
not find any of these chambers. As part of the overall liquidation of the evidence 
of crime, they have either been dismantled or burned down. The Nazis blew up 
the last one on January 26, 1945, the day before the liberation of the camp. 
 
How about the Jews today, are they also guilty of hiding some truth? Apparently, 
they do, especially with regards the prophecy of Jesus as Messiah. The 17th 
century Jewish historian, Raphael Levi, admitted that long ago the rabbis used 
to read Isaiah 53 in synagogues, but after the chapter caused “arguments and 
great confusion” the rabbis decided that the simplest thing would be to just take 

 
1 Le people hébreu, Mireille Hadas-Lebel, Gallimard, 1997, p.18. 
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that prophecy out of the Haftarah readings in synagogues. Since then, in the 
synagogues, when they read Isaiah 52, they stop in the middle of the chapter, 
and the week after they jump straight to Isaiah 54. (https://www.oneforisrael.org/) 
 
This is something we, Christians, do not know; but neither do the common 
Jewish people. The truth about Jesus had been hidden from them. Isaiah who 
lived and prophesied about 700 BCE, tells in chapter 53 that the leaders of Israel 
would recognize they had made a mistake at the end of days when they rejected 
the Messiah. Little wonder that the leaders do not like Isaiah 53. 
 
Despite that, many Jews today are discovering Jesus the Messiah. Truth cannot 
be hidden forever, because truth speaks for itself. As Jesus was entering 
Jerusalem on a donkey, the Pharisees told Jesus to silence the crowd proclaiming, 
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.” But, Jesus told them, 
“I tell you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!” (Luke 19: 39) 
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There are no winners for last month’s issue. For a chance to win a special 
gift, please submit your completed entry to the church office by the 12th 
of this month. (For children 12 years & below - not for the Spotlight team & 
their families.) 

Name:              
Address:             
              
Contact No.             
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