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Hi everyone,

| guess many of you will know by now that David Widaoas left the
spotlight as The Chief Editor. | would like to tikahim for the years of
service he has given to the spotlight and the @#dic he has put into this
publication. David will still be in the spotligitam as a writer but he wil
concentrate more on the website from now. ThankRavid Woon.

My name is Gerard Pereira and | have been in thusah since its early
years and had joined several organisations e.§ltae Boys, St Francis
Choir and the Legion of Mary during my childhood/ddill my young
adult years. | am married with 4 children and | pmasently working as
the Pastoral Worker in Blessed Sacrament Church.

When Father Anthony approached me to take ovedulies from David
sometime a year ago, | was a little apprehenss/é€ had no writing
experience not to mentioned publication. Butdegt it anyway.

So here | am doing the second issue of the Spatligbromise to do my
best and hope that youll pray for us in the team to work for the Glooy
God. And we, in the Spotlight team, hope to camthe work of reachir
out to you the parishioners and to give you sometmteresting to read
about each month. If you would like to be a wriieeven help in our
production team, send in your detailstmtlight@bsc.org.sg

God Bless

Gerard Pereira
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CALLING ALL WHO HAVE SERVED IN AN ALPHA COURSE!
COME, BE REFRESHED! COME, BE RENEWED!
COME, BE INSPIRED!

......... as we come together to reflect on how we carvs the people of
God better through thephAh Course!

ALPHA RECOLLECTION DAY

Day/Date: Saturday 11 September 2010
Time : 2.30 pto 8.00 pm
Place : St. BEs & St. James Rooms
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Those interested to attend the Recollection Day keély give your name and
contact number or email address to anyone one of éhfollowing:
rxavier@alphaandomega.com.sg
delfin@pereira.us
ralowe@singnet.com.sg
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Imspiraticnal /

Reading the Gospel makes me happy and naturally | will carry a handy little
Bible wherever | go. | can conveniently dip into the source of my happiness to
keep it burbling high the whole daylong. | like to jot down my favourite verses on
my post-its and stick them in my room. They are the apples of my eyes. The
verses in this article are some of the fruits | harvested from believing in God and
his help.

(Unless otherwise stated, all quotations herein are from the Authorized King James Version of the Holy
Bible.)

Scripture meditation reminds me that God loves me and is always with me.
The Gospel is my good counsel and | have named this particular passage my
guardian star: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
(Proverbs 3:5). This commandment sets me free and helps me to see the truth
in life.

One day when | was at the hair salon, my hair dresser was rattling on and
on why do Catholics pray to Mother Mary instead of going directly to Jesus. |
listened without being judgmental: “Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” (St.
Matthew 10:16).

A sudden change of event happened when she realised that | was a
catholic. | was equally as bewildered and puzzled as to how she knew as | was
not wearing any religious jewellery that day. Assuredly | believe that an Angel
must have whispered to her. | took out my rosary and proudly showed it to her
and explained about our Catholic faith. Throughout my explanation my
hairdresser was all meek and gentle in attitude, listening patiently to what | had
to say.

One day, | had dream of my late father who had passed away in July 2004.
In the dream | noticed that he was in great pain. Late that night | could not sleep
and | grew anxious. Though my dad was not a Christian | took the advice of
Micah 7:7 NLT “As for me, | look to the Lord for His help” and prayed the rosary
and consecrated this plight to the Lord for help. | continued to the pray rosary
over and over till | felt calm and was no longer troubled but trusting that Jesus
will grant my petition: “If ye shall ask anything in my name, | will do it” (St. John
14:14).

Not feeling well the next morning, Sunday 3 January 2010, the thought of
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skipping Mass crossed my mind but | went anyway. As | was looking up at
the Crucifix during the Lord’s Prayer, an image of the Holy Face suddenly
appeared beside it. | had always shield the Holy Face for | felt that it was too
bloody and scary. But that day, looking at the Holy Face, | could see that it
was the most peaceful face | ever seen. | knew then that our Lord had heard
my prayer. Since that Sunday | had not had a single dream of my father. | was
thinking how was my dad and that night | dreamt of him. He looked happy and
healthy and | thanked our Lord for that.

This incident also leads me to understand more of the Divine Mercy
prayer. | was attracted to the picture on the cover of the National Shrine of The
Divine Mercy, Three O’clock Hour that | bought it. Flipping through the book, |
realized that it is a prayer book for bringing various kind of souls; Christians
and non-Christians, to God. | was not keen at all to pray this novena.

One day, | happened to missed my prayers in the morning and was about
to leave for work when | heard a little thug sound. Turning around, | saw my
little picture cards of various versions of Jesus fell off. Only one picture card
stood upright and that was the Divine Mercy picture of Jesus with its two rays
of white and red. From that moment, | have never missed a single day praying
the Divine Mercy Novena. When a 9-day Novena finishes | would begin
another one.

| am happy to do this little service for Christ daily in my own time, which |
gladly set aside for this divine purpose. This novena helps me in my little way
to fulfil the decree of this verse : “You will set one cake aside as the first-fruits
of your dough” (Numbers 15:20 NJB).

| have also grown to appreciate the prayer of the “Golden Arrow” and the
Litany of the Holy Face of Jesus. In addition, | also pray the prayer that St.
Therese, the Little Flower of Jesus composed. | love especially the line that
says, “In those disfigured features | recognize Thine Infinite Love”.

Wishing the Blessed Mother Mary, our Lady of the Rosary, A Very Happy
Birthday and may the love and company of the Three adorable Persons of the
Holy Trinity be with you always: “l will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee.” (Joshua 1:5).
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To All my Brothers and Sisters who are Intercessbtbe Sacred Hearts,

PRAISE GOD! WHY, WHEN, HOW AND WHO?
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by Thomas Ng
“Some correct biblical interpretations are extracted from notes studied in SPI.”

The phrase ‘a woman’ in chapter 12, verses 1-2 was not interpreted well
in the past. Catholic scholars have now rectified and confirmed that she is
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and is also the new Eve. Other suggestions are:
heavenly Jerusalem or the Church. In this chapter, John actually gives the
readers a spiritual insight into the past, so as to prepare them for the next
chapter to see the satanic power against the Church.

In chapter 13: 14-15, regarding the ‘seal’ or ‘mark’ of the beast, there is a
misconception that towards the end of time, the faithful will abandon their faith
and accept the ‘evil one’. Actually, during the reign of the emperor Trajan
(AD98-117), Christians were instructed to invoke the gods, worship the image
of Trajan. Refusal to follow the instruction meant death. During that time, the
pagan priests were sorcerers of a mystery cult under the Roman Empire.

Without any chronological sequence, in chapter 10, John touches on the
end of time. But he was forbidden to write down everything. “As soon as they
spoke, | was about to write. But | heard a voice speak from heaven, ‘Keep
secret what the seven thunders have said; do not write it down! (10:4).”
However, in chapter 14, verses 17-20, Catholic scholars interpret that judgment
Is against the whole world. Here, it refers to human communities, institutions
and nations as well as their accountability. The text of “... for a distance of
about 200 miles” as multiple of the number ‘four’ symbolizes the whole (i.e. four
corners) of the world, the global scope of God’s judgment.
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The topic on the Thousand-year Reign in chapter 20, verses 4-10 has been
controversial among Christians from the early time to the present day. The
correct interpretation should be: the period of Christ’s Kingdom on earth
commenced from the end of persecution (the fall of the Roman Empire) to the
Last Judgment. The biblical word of ‘thousand’ is interpreted by Catholic
scholars as perfection, completeness or integrity. Christians reigning for 1000
years with Christ actually highlight their perfect and glorious victory over sin,
and their priestly ministry. (My article on The Second Coming of Christ in
December 2005 issue of spotlight has reference.)

In chapter 20: 7-10, there is misinterpretation from some Christian sects on
“Gog and Magog” about the final war between Israel and her enemies. This
renewal of battle about Gog and Magog from John is most likely inspired by
Old Testament prophet (Ezk 38 & 39) where Gog is the prince of the land of
Magog. Scholars interpret that it is a symbol of the defeated beast that does
not submit to the Lamb. It is also the long-term struggle between God and
Satan, order and chaos until its definitive end. Finally, the devil, the beast and
the false prophet (unholy trinity) is tormented day and night forever and ever
(verse 10).
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Sundays 2-4pm, 19 Sept 2010 - 9 Enquire orRegister at
Jan 2011 events.actlv8@gmail.com

Attic, Fr Damien Centre, BSC or call Sam at 8236 4478.

Cost: $15 a person, includimgurst : )
book & refreshments Closing date: 12" September 2010

For youth aged 15-21

14



= = 2 =

Sometimes we wondéel/hat did | do to deserve this?' or '‘Why did God have
to do this to me?'Here is a wonderful explanation!

A daughter is telling her Mother hoswerything is going wrong- she's
failing algebra, her boyfriend broke up with heddrer best friend is moving
away. Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake arkd agr daughter if she would
like a snack, and the daughter says, 'AbsolutelynMuove your cake.' 'Here,
have some cooking oil,' her Mother offers. "Yuskys her daughter. '"How about ¢
couple of raw eggs?' 'Gross, Mum!" ‘Would yow ldome flour then? Or maybe
baking soda?' 'Mum, those are all yucky!

To which the Mother replies: 'Yes, all those thisgem bad all by
themselves. But when they are put together inigteg way, they make a
wonderfully delicious cake! ' God works the same/whklany times we wonder
why He would let us go through subbhd anddifficult times. But God knows that
when He puts these things all in His order, theyasts work for good! We just
have totrust Him and, eventually, they will all malsmmething wonderful

God caresabout you.

Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while v are
here we might as well dance!

Have a piece of cake!

5 6 ,(
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Landings is:

- A uniquely contemporary approach to reconciliation ministry for the Catholics,
Laity and lapsed Catholics.

- A ministry of compassionate listening for evangelization.

- A ministry which empowers Laity to welcome returning Catholics.

- It is not a discussion group nor a class - its main emphasis is based on "Faith
Sharing Experience" among the Catholics and lapsed Catholics.

- It is a safe harbour as confidentiality is essential in relation to our Faith story
sharing.

- It is a 10-week program, each session starts from 8pm to 10pm every
Monday.

The Landings program consists of:
1) Check-in Time

2) A Short Prayer Session

3) Telling My Story

4) Tea-break

5) Contemporary Catholic Themes
6) Closing Prayer Session

For more information, feel free to contact us at:
Tel: 96682391 (Lilian) or 97503998 (Steven)
Email: landings@bsc.org.sg

Find out how Landings has touched the life of Jaslyn Seah who attended
Landings on 15 March 2010 here.

) 2 %

Our Next monthly First Friday vigil in honour of th e Sacred Hearts of Jesus and

Mary will start at 10.00pm right after the Interces  sors of the Sacred Hearts which
will start at 8.00pm. You most welcome to attend p  art of vigil if you cannot join
throughout the whole vigil. Hope to see you there.
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“He calleth his own shep by name,

..... and the sheep follow him: for theyriow
his voice.” John 10:3-4

9 Baptism
After the Baptism of his baby brother in church, little Johnny
sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car. His father
asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied,

"That priest said he wanted us brought up in a Christian home,
but | want to stay with you guys."
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No Shorts, Singlet, Mini Skirts or low cut blousd®wed in Church.

Please use proper shoes or sandals. No flip-{liggzanese Slippers) allowed

Do Not Eat during Mass (Accept for babies drinkardy).

Do not let your children run around the churchoti®ers need to pray. If they are noisj
or crying, please bring them out of the churchlnCliem down. Once they feel betteif
bring them back. Remember Jesus Love the littid€&m. It will take time for them to
get use to being in the church

Do not talk during Mass. Participate in the regasnand greet each other.

Do not rush out of the church immediately after Ma$ake your time. Clear anything

you might have left on the pew.
Those who are driving, be patient to go out ofadherch. Follow the advice of the

Wardens.

These are gentle reminders for all of us. Let'&enthe church a Sacred Ground for Worshi
to our Most Loving God. Thank you and God’s Pdae@pon you.




