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19 Sep 2007 - The United Nations World
Food Programme (WFP) needs US$65 million
to continue feeding 300,000 flood victims,
refugees and displaced people in Africa for
the next 6 months...

The above news is commonplace these days and many of us
have somehow become "numb” to disaster stories; there're
just too many disasters and if we respond to each one of
them, we'll be broke financially, emotionally and physically!

And so, most choose the easy way out: ignore them completely!

In this week's Gospel, Jesus tells us the parable of the Rich
Man and Lazarus. Well, since we aren't as rich as the Rich Man
and we don't find any Lazarus's sitting at our gates, it is likely
many of us would just assume that the story is only directed fo
millionaires and billionaires living in third world countries today.

For me, I think this parable couldn't be more apt in describing
us Singaporeans! Think about it: if a starving African were to
witness our current lifestyle, wouldn't he think that we are
super rich? With the Internet, global air travel and
telecommunication, aren't starving Africans just lying near our
"gates"? With a single click of the mouse button, aren't we
able to send money to charitable organisations like WFP?

Lazarus is still waiting...
Will today's Rich Man
repeat his predecessor’s

mistake?
W

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Spotlight is to help
create a closer communion of
parishioners and to support faith
formation through inspired articles . \N

and drawings via the Spotlight Da“\d

newsletter and the BSC Website.
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SPOTLIGHTED

Interview with Fr Remi Liando
by Patricia Ang

Fr. Remi was ordained both as a deacon and as a priest at BSC. He came to
Singapore in December 2006 and was posted to serve as assistant priest.

Patricia : Fr. Remi, how did you feel when you were posted to BSC?

Fr. Remi : | felt happy. After being the secretary to the provincial of SS.CC.
Indonesia for two years, this new posting in a parish provided a new challenge
suitable for a newly ordained priest like myself. BSC is a vibrant parish with
many active organizations and dedicated parishioners.

Patricia : Tell us more about yourself?

Fr Remi : | was born in Menado, North Sulawesi, but | grew up in Jakarta. My
parents are first generation peranakan. My grandfathers are Chinese. | went
to Canada for my higher education, and decided to become a Catholic. | was
baptised in Toronto at the age of 21.

Patricia : When and how did the calling to become a priest come about?

Fr Remi : To start with, | always have the hunger for truth. The first noticeable
signal of a calling happened in the year after my baptism. | was a freshman at
Dalhousie University, and had joined the campus music ministry. One of the
new songs | learned really touched me. The title was "Come With Me Into the
Field" by Dan Schutte. | caught the message, but didn't want to accept it. |
wasn't ready then.

Patricia : Fr Remi, you mentioned that you weren't ready when you heard the
song. Could you share with us what was the final calling and when were you
ready to serve the Lord?

Fr Remi : When | recognized the message of the song, | was notready in a



sense of personal discovery and acceptance. | am an adopted child in the
family and it was a constant struggle for self worth that most adopted children
go through. | also felt a sense of responsibility to my adopted parents, especially
because my mother passed away already & my father had the debilitating
Parkinson's disease by then.

Since 1990 the Lord has led me to process myself through Personality &
Human Relationship (PRH) workshops. It is a powerful program that helps
people discover themselves through sessions of interior personal search &
analysis. So the clarity of the calling was a gradual process. The more | saw
& accepted myself the clearer my calling appeared. A calling is part of
our "self", along with other gifts & talents given to us. All these need to
be discovered through one’s life experiences. Still, the Lord's calling is
more like an offer and | had to make the choice and decision. | knew the
path wouldn’t be easy, but it would lead me to peace & contentment. |
was drawn to it.

After the death of my father, the calling became clearer & clearer until the
Lord literally took me by the hand to meet the Congregation that | now belong
to - the Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary. | see now that the Lord does not only
call us, He also prepares us for the calling. He is the master planner who
knows what is best for us, and one with a heart that understands, respects,
never forces His will and ever faithful.

Patricia : What were you working as before you became a priest?

Fr Remi : | have a degree in Architecture which | applied in my first job when
| returned to Indonesia. | worked in a pineapple plantation in Sumatra to
design & provide housing, factory, roads & bridges. Looking back, it was part
of my discerning path into religious life. Those moments spent in a quiet &
remote area was like a retreat to me.

After that, | helped the family business at the request of my father who was at
the advanced stage of Parkinson's disease.

Patricia : Understand that you are part of the RCIA team. How has it been?
Fr Remi : Fr Suyono is the one in charge of RCIA. | am one of the members
in the RCIA teaching team, together with Fr Suyono, Fr Anthony, Margaret
Tan, Richard Lowe and Andrew Neo.

As | have no prior experience in teaching catechism, it's not easy for me to
4

do it, but I try my best. When | did my catechumenate in Toronto, | was the
only one. So, | went to see the priest once a week for personal Q&A
sessions. When preparing my lessons, | practically have to start from
scratch. | found it enjoyable though.

Patricia : Heard that the concept/interior of the new adoration room was
your idea. How did the concept come about?

Fr Remi: Itis partly true for the basic concept, but | cannot claim the present
design as my personal idea. Several people contributed to it. | was more like a
design coordinator. For me an ideal adoration room would be simple and with
minimal distractions from the focus of adoration. There are many ways to achieve
that. Natural elements do lend additional value to both simplicity & serenity.
Special attention is to be given to the needs of the users, especially the older
ones.

Our unique location provides ample potential for nature to be incorporated into
the design, and therefore need to be utilised to the maximum. That's the reason
for the glass-block windows facing the back. They bring in light as well as view
of the greenery. They also make the room feel bigger.

Patricia : Where did you study theology?

Fr Remi : | studied theology in Bandung after | joined religious life eight years
ago. In Canada, | studied Architecture. My final project then was to design a
Chaplaincy Centre.

Patricia : What are your hobbies?

Fr Remi : | like music, reading, painting & seeing the world. For sport, | like
swimming. It is practical, less injury, good for cardio-vascular as well as muscle

strength. Itis also suitable for any age.

Patricia : Is there any inspirational verse in the bible for you? If so could you
share the verse with us?

Fr Remi : Many! One that comes into mind right away is "There is nothing |
cannot do in the one who strengthens me" (Philippians 4:13)

The verse is a source of encouragement to me. It also serves as a reminder that
what is impossible for us is possible for God. He is indeed the Truth, the Way

and the Life.E
(5)
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IN RETROSPECT

" For Your Glory
by Patricia Ang

“Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” (1
Corinthians 10:31). God made you as you are and placed you
where you are, so you can best serve and glorify Him. Some
people always think that the grass is always greener on the
other side of the fence. They spend so much time wishing
things were different that they tend to overlook all the
advantages and opportunities opened to them right where
they are.

Our gifts and talents are all from God
Himself. When we come together to
serve Him in the respective

ministries, we thank Him for putting

our gifts to good use and for allowing

us to be instruments to serve Him.

As a writer in Spotlight, it has been

an immense joy and peace writing

for Him. Thanks to two of my

fellow church friends who brought me to this ministry, one

who introduced me to my Editor and the other who has
been encouraging me in my writing.

The articles could be a way of opening up people, allowing
them to relate the Bible to their daily lives, it may also
result in conversion and may even

bring more people in church. | have
met people telling me it was a
good article or looking forward to
the next article in Spotlight. | tell
them | thank the Lord for it is HE
who inspires and guides me to
write. Through writing, | yearn
to know more about the word of

®

God, to read more, to be in fellowship with fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ and to write in such a way that people are able to
relate to the articles.

When one sings in the choir, we are giving Him
praise and worship. We lift up all our burdens
and problems when we sing for Him. When we
sing for the Lord, it’s a dual action - it is words
with sounds, where one prays and sings to him
simultaneously. When we sing, at times we raise
up our hands to give Him thanks. It is also
surrendering to Him in faith. When singing for
the Lord, there is a sense of joy and hope. We
feel his presence within us.

When | asked my friend what is the greatest
satisfaction being in the choir, he said that it is
witnessing the priceless smiles on the faces of fellow
church members and coming together in fellowship
to sing for His glory and to pray together as one big
family. There is a sense of bonding and it is spiritually
fulfilling.

In prayer, when we come together for intercessory prayers, we
pray together to lead people, to grow in confidence and faith. At
times, praying teaches us to read the word of God for direction
and guidance. It teaches one also to be patient and humble when
asking to do the things according to the His will and timing. When
we pray we have to surrender all our rights and demands, and
cease to be self-centered. Pray for your friends and pray for those
whom you come in contact with.

It is a joy to work for the Lord. At times we can be very tired after
a hard day’s work, but when we sing, write and pray for the Lord,
it is indeed spiritually gratifying. Allow God’s life and love be
channeled through you, blessing you so that you may be a blessing
to others. Let’s seize every opportunity to serve others in His
name and for His glory!
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IN RETROSPECT

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart
by James Lau

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as though you
were working for the Lord and not for people.” (Colossians 3:23)

In our daily living, how do we carry out what St Paul tells us to do?
Do whatever we are doing with all our heart? Our heart must be in
the center of what we are doing! How to put our heart into our
work? There is always the danger that we may do whatever work
we are doing just for the sake of the work; it is our work. But if we
do it for Christ we will do it more conscientiously and with our heart
in it as well.

Take a daily living example. How can we \V\V7/,

put our heart into our “Thank you” for the

service that people give us? Give them

not only the routine “Thank you” but also

putting our heart into the “Thank you.”v
How? By treating the individual as a

person and by looking into the person’s eyes, smiling warmly and
showing kindness in our expression.

However, we are aware that any insincerity or a bogus kindness
will be spotted and should be avoided. How then to develop the
genuine attitude? We need a complete change in our mindset.
What this means is that we see everything we do as though we are
doing it for the Lord Jesus Christ. How?

We must constantly pray over the work we do.
We need to pray that Jesus gives us the
enthusiasm, zest and passion to carry out the work
that is set out for us. If we work together with
Jesus we will do much better work. We will do the

work more cheerfully. The work will not be tiresome or
burdensome.

As Mother Teresa says: “Have | really learned to pray the work?
Maybe | have never learned to pray the work because the whole
time my mind is ‘work.” Here are words that will
help you: ‘With Jesus, for Jesus, to Jesus.”
(Contemplative at the Heart of the World, 113)

The joyful result of constantly praying over the
work is that we know that we are working with
Jesus and for Jesus. We leave the results of our
work to Jesus. It is natural to want to see the
results of our work but we should leave the success
or failure of what we do to Jesus. In this way
when the result doesn’t work out the way we
expect it to be, we will not be discouraged; we
will not give up easily or be disillusioned when we
consistently pray the work.

As Mother Teresa advises: “Don’t give in to discouragement. No
more must you do so when you try to settle a marriage crisis or
convert a sinner and don’t succeed. If you are discouraged, it is
a sign of pride because it shows you trust in your own powers.
Never bother about people’s opinions. Be humble and you will
never be disturbed. It is very difficult in practice because we all
want to see the result of our work. Leave it to Jesus.”
(Contemplative at the Heart of the World, 107)H




I\\.Z5 . PARISH HAPPENINGS

] e A Week of Guided Prayer
Rl Tk | by Beatrice Ong
A week of Guided Prayer was held for

the very first time in Fr Damien Hall A

BSC from 19-25 Aug. All that isQ @6 ~
required is a serious commitment from
each participant to spend half an hour
a day praying with a suggested text
in some quiet place.

()

Most of our training in prayer is limited
to the mind. The other half is the prayer of the heart - I
strongly recommend using one of these prayer methods
which were taught during the week:

1. Ignation Contemplation (using your imagination to pray
the Scriptures)

2. Lectio Divina (spiritual reading)

Prayer Period Plan

1. 30 mins to meditate on Scripture

2. 15 mins to prepare before settling into prayer

3. Another 15 mins at the end of prayer to reflect and jot
down thoughts in a journal

This type of prayer is not an intellectual knowledge but a
felt knowledge which affects our whole being and therefore
affects the way we see ourselves, other people and the
world around us.

—
1
o
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Our communication with God should be so close and
natural that it is like breathing, something we do
unconsciously. Praying continually means talking to
God, letting Him know how we feel, asking for His
advice and direction and sharing our thoughts and
feelings.

I am deeply impressed with all that I have gained during
the week of Guided Prayer. If we are willing to act on
God’s Word, we can experience spiritual transformation
in our lives. But first, we need to acquaint ourselves
with His Word - the Bible. The Gospel of Jesus Christ
has the power to change us. It has the power to
transform us into a mature disciple of Jesus Christ. It
can also perfect our faith in Jesus Christ and the
righteousness of God.

As we live under the believing power of the Gospel, we
will begin to live with a more conscious presence of
God in our lives. God will become more real to us. We
learn to connect with God more often through our
meditative prayer and Bible experiences.

In conclusion, when you really start setting goals to
get to know Jesus better, it will move you right into his
perfect Will for your life. That is exactly what has
happened with me. The more you spend time just
hearing the Word, the more sensitive you become to
hearing His voice. The closer you get to Him, the more
you will know when He is leading you to a place of
Peace and Joy which the world cannot give.

Jesus wants to come into your heart and reside there.
He wants to show you His love and to be part of your
life every day - not just on Sundays. All you have to do
is pray from your heart and invite Him into your life

today.g§
n
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Youth Section
Vibes (see hardcopy)

Youth Section
Vibes (see hardcopy)
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‘INSPIRATION |

Legend of Prayer to St Michael
by Thomas Ng

Many Catholics say a special prayer
to St Michael, the Archangel of God.
As many do not know the legend of
this prayer, I would like to share about
it. This special prayer was composed §%
by Leo XIII who was known as “the &
working-man’s pope”.

In 1884, after Pope Leo XIII had finished Mass, he suddenly
stopped at the foot of the altar as if he was stunned because of
seeing or hearing something. Later, when he was asked what
had happened, he explained that he had heard a conversation
of two voices. According to the Pope, one voice was kind and
gentle while the other was harsh and hard.

The harsh voice (the voice of Satan) proudly boasted: “I can
destroy your Church.”

The gentle voice (the voice of Jesus) replied: “You can? Then go
ahead and do so.”

Satan: “To do so, I need more time and more power.”
Jesus: “"How much time? How much power?”

Satan: “75 years, and a greater power over those who will give
themselves over to my service.”

Jesus: “You have the time; you have the power. Do what you
will.”

14

Deeply shaken by what he had heard, Pope Leo XIII composed
the Prayer to St. Michael and ordered it to be recited after all
Low Masses (Masses without music/incense and without the
assistance of a deacon and subdeacon) as a protection for the
Church.

From this vision, Leo XIII also realised that if the devil had not
accomplished his purpose at the end of the time limit given, he
would suffer a crushing defeat. Furthermore, the forces of good
would not be helpless in the face of Satan and his legions’ attack.
They would be given a greater power for good if they would use
it. Through their prayers and sacrifices and good Christian lives,
they could offset the power of the devil and his human agents. It
was then that Pope Leo XIII saw the great role St Michael the
Archangel was to play in this mortal conflict.

As Archangel Michael had hurled Satan and the fallen angels out
of Heaven after the *first revolt against God’, so he would also
play a great part in the battle to come, and would eventually
cast Satan again into hell.

Prayer to St Michael
St Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection
against the wickedness and snares of the devil; may God rebuke
him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly
host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen.

Vigil In Honour Of The Sacred Hearts

Our monthly vigil in honour of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary will be held on the first Friday
of the next month, on 5th Oct 2007. It starts at
9pm on Friday and ends at 6am the next day.
Mass will be held in church at 10:30pm followed
by the vigil. You are most welcome to attend part
of it, even if you cannot join the whole vigil.
Hope to see you there!
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ALPHA MONTHLY GATHERING - SEP 2007
by Verena Ho

© m=

Alpha

The Alphians had their September gathering on 8 Sep 2007, which also
happened to be Mother Mary’s birthday! We had our fellowship in St
James Room on the 3'% level, as Damian Hall was used by the Verbum
Dei Sisters for their 10% anniversary celebration.

Thanks to Mother Mary, we were blessed with a cool evening and the
attendees (about 35) got to dine alfresco in the open-air area that
leads out from St James Room. It was a refreshing change indeed being
able to enjoy the usual array of sumptuous food in Christian fellowship
under a star-studded sky and cool breeze in a somewhat “romantic”
atmosphere.

After dinner, we adjourned to St James Room for the highlight of the
evening: Part 4 of the Video Talk on the Power of the Eucharist -
Eucharistic Adoration by Dr Marcellino D’Ambrosia. The talk was most
enlightening as we discovered that the Eucharistic Adoration is an
extension of the Eucharist and we should dedicate a special time of
half to one hour for this purpose. The purposes of Adoration are:

a) toremember that the Eucharist, after being consumed, must
be digested, absorbed and personally appreciated, just like any
ordinary meal that we take for our mortal bodies.

b) to give the greatest compliment to Jesus by our undivided
attention to HIM, who is always present in the Blessed
Sacrament.

The presenter then tells us that what we hope to achieve from
Adoration, which are:

a) HOLINESS - GOD will help us to try our best to be holy
b) FAITH - Sitting in HIS presence, we experience healing. Like

sitting on the beach for 1 hour to get a sun-tan, we too will get
a “SON”-tan deep within our being
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c) HOPE - Our eyes are fixed on our ultimate destination: To be
with Our Lord

d) LOVE - We try to love with God’s love. We give our life to
Christ again and again.

We also learnt the following practical tips on what to do in Adoration:

1) There should be a balance between silence and reading or saying
set prayers

2) Follow the Mass format (if you wish) with
(a) repentance {eg. | confess},
(b) praise {singing hymns silently or softly},
(c) read God’s Word {meditate on it},
(d) pray (for oneself as well as intercede for others} and
(e) thanksgiving.

3) You may wish to have some “Quiet Time” to worship Jesus before
you leave.

After the video, we got into small groups for discussion

on how Eucharistic Adoration can help us grow closer to \ )
Jesus and what new insights we have learned from the

talk. The evening ended at 9.45pm.

Please keep the evening of 13 October FREE as this is
the date for our next gathering (see next page). | look forward to
seeing Damian Hall overcrowded with you, your relatives & friends!|§

"Man should not consider his material possessions his
own, but common to all, so as to share them without
hesitation when others are in need.”

- St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) Theologian
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ANNOUNCEMENTS Biblical Testimony to the
) | ! Catholic Church

This handy booklet contains useful biblical
quotations and commentaries for Catholics not only
to grow in faith, but to explain common misconceptions to Protestants.
Topics include the devotion to Mary, the infallibility of the Pope, the 7
sacraments etc. The Spotlight Team would be selling the remaining
copies on 29 & 30 Sep, before and after the Masses. The booklet costs
only S$5 and all proceeds will go to the Damien Hall Rebuilding Fund.

MOVIE NIGHT

In collaboration with the Block Rosary Group,
the Post Alpha Group will be screening a movie
entitled “MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS”
atabout 8pm.

'| The 90-minute movie will be screened after the
Annual Candle-light Procession which will take
place after the 6pm Sunset Mass on Saturday;,
13th Oct 2007. The Post Alpha Group, in an

. effort to raise funds for the building fund, will
Ih - be selling food & snacks before the movie starts.

Everyone is welcome. Do bring your friends and relations to this event
and take the opportunity to introduce someone to Christ.

Parish Family Day (organised by Family Life Ministry)
Date: 17 November 2007  Time: 4 - 9pm
Cost: $5 per person (age 6 and above)

Tickets are available at the Church Office from October 14th onwards.
Join us at the New Damien Hall for some fun, family games and dinner.
The programme of the day begins with tea/coffee at 4pm. Several special
games designed for families or individual groups of 3 or 4 members to
participate will follow after tea. Dinner at 7:15pm.

ig
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Congratulations to Aldwin Jay Severo,

k Alina Tan & Kenneth Lay! You are our
N) winners for last month's Spotlight
Relax contest!

Leh! To win exciting prizes, circle all the
mistakes you can find below - how many
do you have? (Read Mark 1:21-22). Send
in your entries by 7 Oct 07.

(For children 12 years & below, not for
Spotlight members & family members)

(see hardcopy)

Name: Age

Address:




