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MISSION STATEMENT

As the parish-community of the Blessed
Sacrament, we want to be a living expression
of the Holy Eucharist, by trying to become
both a sign and an instrument of Christ’s life-
giving and self-sacrificial love in the world
of today.

Rev. Anthony Hutjes (priest-in-charge)

Rev. Suyono Gerardus (assistant priest)
Rev. Albert Renckens (assisting priest

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH, 1 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE, S(149603), TEL: 64740582 FAX:64726545

WEBSITE: http://www.bsc.org.sg

EMAIL: secretariat@bsc.org.sg



,_u_uo_<_ DAVID'S DESK

We all hate the haze. It blurs our vision,
chokes our throats, clogs our noses and
makes us lethargic. But there’s another
worse haze that some of us may not even
be aware of: the spiritual haze of modern
life.

We are all influenced by our modern affluent society and
sometimes, it can be difficult to understand how biblical/church
teachings can be applied. Many issues are “grey” in the sense
that we can no longer tell whether it's right or wrong. From big
issues like abortion, embryonic stem cell research, pre-marital
sex to everyday issues like buying 4D, playing mahjong and
buying pirated CDs, there is no clear answer...

We cannot ignore this spiritual haze, lest it blurs our faith,
chokes our prayer life and clogs our spiritual growth. We must
certainly attempt to address the “grey” issues.

To facilitate this, Spotlight has started a new forum called
“Just Ask David (JAD)” at our website (www.bsc.org.sg), where
parishioners can post any question about such modern “grey”
issues and I will try my very best to decisively answer them
with comprehensive research and even help from our priests
where needed. You are most welcome to contribute your views
too so that all of us can get out of the spiritual haze fast:-)

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Spotlight is to help

owmmammo\ommwnosscio:o‘n 2 Oog
parishioners and to support faith /_/Q
formation through inspired articles Ow
and drawings via the Spotlight
newsletter and the BSC Website.

WEBSITE

— nrf.rrr_l
BSC Website Highlights

From now till 30 Nov 2006,
if you sign up as our member
and participate in our poll, you
would stand a chance to win
a pair of PierCarlo d'Alessio
watches!

Information of Parish Organisations Needed

As our website (http://www.bsc.org.sg) has been revamped and
launched on 1 Oct 2006, we hope to put up updated information
about all our church organisations so as to help parishioners to
better decide where to serve and to know whom to contact for
more information. Hence, we would appreciate if you could email
the following details of your organisation to webmaster@bsc.org.sg:
1. A one-paragraph summary of your organisation

2. A detailed description of your organisation (eg. aim, mission,
history etc.)

3. Contact Person(s) (name, email, phone)

4. Meetings/Activities (highlight regular meeting times and/or in-
teresting activities)

5. One photo/picture that best depicts your organisation

©))
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by Patricia Ang

People need more than bread for their life -

they must feed on every Word of God.

Never take for granted the Word of God. The bible is more than
a daily guidebook for us. God’s Word creates faith, develops
character, scares the Devil away, heals hurt, allows miracles to
take place, overcomes adversity, defeats temptations, changes
our thinking, gives us hope, cleanses our minds, fills us with joy,
comforts us and guarantees our future forever!

How then do we understand the Word of God and apply what we
read to our daily lives? We can Receive it, Read it, Research it,
Rerember it and Reflect it.

ive God’s Word when we listen and accept it with an
2ceptive attitude. The parable of the sower in Luke
0 this well. The first group of
2~ are those who have heard his Word
«ie devil comes into their lives and
_earries away the Word from their hearts
(people with a closed mind). The second
group of people are others who welcome
the Word but give up in time of trials
(people with a superficial mind). The third
group of people are those who have heard
the Word but are choked by the worries,
riches and pleasures of life (people with a
distracted mind). Only those with a noble
and generous heart who have heard the
Word and take it to themselves, will yield a harvest through their
perseverance.
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Read the bible regularly. If you are wondering
where to find the time, try spending a minimum
15 minutes each day reading the passages in
the bible, you will be able to read the entire
bible in 1 year. Try to watch less of 1 television
program or shorten a conversation, you will have
time to listen to what God has to say to you.

Research the bible. This involves asking the questions of the text
and writing down what one thinks. If we pause and ask simple
questions like When, Where, How, Who and What in response to
the passage we have just read, one will be able understand the
bible more in depth. Also by reading spiritual books and having
fellowship with fellow Christians will aid us in
‘ this research.
%

Remember his Word. We may think we have
a poor memory, however in actual fact, we
remember lots of truths, facts, ideas and
figures in our lives. If God’s Word is important to us, we will take
the time to remember it. One simple way of remembering is to
write down biblical phrases that touch you in a book and reviewing
them aloud anytime and anywhere during the day. By remembering
some bible verses, it will help us to make wise decisions, reduce
stress, resist temptations, offer good advice and share your faith
with others.

Lastly reflect on God’s Word by mediating on his Word. Meditation
is focused thinking and this requires serious effort. Start the day,
by reflecting on a verse that you are reading and reflect on it over
and over in your mind. At the end of the day, give thanks to the
Lord. Sometimes, amidst all our problems we face, what we truly
need to do is to spend quiet time with God and pray for his guidance
and peace. May all of us be able to listen to him and have faith and
trust in him. May the Word of the God be part of our __<mm.m



| INSPIRATION

" god Coves me
Unconditionally

by James Lau

Henri ] M Nouwen says, “God’s love for us does not depend on
what we do or say, on our looks or intelligence, on our success or
popularity. God’s love for us existed before we were born and will
exist after we have died... Does that mean that God does not care
what we do or say? No, because God’s love wouldn’t be real if God
didn’t care... God desires to enter into relationship with us and wants
us to love God in return. ” (Bread for the Journey, Feb 5)

However, we often feel unworthy of His love because we cannot
live up to His standard. We feel we cannot please Him enough. But
God loves us not because of what we do. He loves us because He is
Love. Thus Henri Nouwen says, “Jesus came to us to help us
overcome our fear of God. As long as we are afraid of God, we
cannot love God. ” (Bread for the Journey, Feb 29)

So, how can we be conscious that God loves us unconditionally and
have the faith to believe it? We can help ourselves to be aware of
God’s unconditional love when we focus our 5 senses wisely on
God by:

1. @yeg - Listening to what the Bible says when we ‘.
read, reflect and verbally repeat out loud what the Bible “
tells us about God’s love such as:

“God is love, and those who live in love live in union with God and
God lives in union with them”(1 John 4:16)

“Whoever loves is a child of God and knows
God.”(1 John 4:7)

2. @ars - Listening to the Church by attending (")

Church regularly and listening to the sermons E-“qm

34’?.5}

and homilies of the priests and elders.

Henri Nouwen says, “To listen to the church is to listen to the Lord of the
church. Specifically, this entails taking part in the church’s liturgical life.
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost: these seasons
and feasts teach you to know Jesus better and better and unite you more and
more intimately with the divine life he offers you in the church.” (Letters to
Marc about Jesus, 83)

3. Mouth - Listening to ourselves singing praises to the Lord
and having fellowship with other Christians. We need to sing
especially when we are troubled and weighed down. The singing
will uplift our spirit for it is in worshipping God that we feel
God’s presence.

4. Heart - Listening to God in our prayer. Make use of our interior
and exterior silence to listen to God speaking to us in our prayers. 4

Mother Teresa says: “It is difficult to pray if you don’t know how to pray,
but we must help ourselves to pray. The first means to use is silence. We
cannot put ourselves directly in the presence of God if we do not practice
internal and external silence. Therefore we shall take as a special point
silence of mind, eyes, and tongue.” (A Life for God)

5. Mimd - Listening to our memories by jotting in a notebook
the little and major things God has done for us.

Joyce Meyer says, “Keep a diary, a book of remembrance, of
special things that God does for you. Include little things as well as major
things. Read over your list at least once a week and you will be encouraged.”
(Beauty for Ashes, 46)

When we use our eyes, ears, mouth, heart and mind to concentrate on God,
we help ourselves to become aware of His unconditional love for us. This
knowledge and acceptance of God’s unconditional love will build and
strengthen our faith. It also gives us the courage to live our lives loving and
serving God and oﬁcoam.m



CONING SOON:
ARiSH AssEMBLY

We will be holding our next Parish Assembly on 26 November 2006, 2-5 pm.
For this parish assembly, we will be electing a new Parish Pastoral Council
(PPC) and Executive Committee (Ex-Co).

We would like to invite parishioners, especially the ‘New People’ in the Open

Category to come and attend. Recently, some of the PPC and Ex-Co, together a

with Father Anthony, met with Archbishop Nicholas Chia for a review and dialogue

session.

During this dialogue session, he emphasized that ‘in order to proceed, we SUNDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2006
need to have good leaders, especially those in the open category (meaning 2PMTO5PM

not involved in any church organizations), because unless there are leaders,
we will not be able to go forward.” So we need to reach out to other people. .
We must encourage and strengthen our participation by: m<¢-.<0=0 is most welcome

1. Grassroot level —these are Small Christian Communities (SCC) where Christian nogm t—o in c S

life and services take place. They help the faithful to live as believing, praying, Let your views be heard.
loving and serving communities, like the early Christians.

2. Link with PPC — SCC members live the Gospel in a spirit of fraternal love and Church Organizations, please nominate 3 active

service. Their participation in the pastoral council will contribute to the genuine -.:mq:—um-“m to :&m: up m:aa._ contribute to the
expression of the needs of the parish and an effective response to those in discussions at this Assembly

need.

So, my dear brothers and sisters, we need ‘New People’in the new PPC and HIHEH

Ex-co to be able to make the Church more vibrant. Let us participate fully and

be co-responsible for the growth and development of our Church. As such, all Other parishioners not attached to any church group

heads of church organizations must attend the Parish Assembly. They should are most .Em.oo-:m to 3&..:0;.0._"0 as we need to
also nominate 2-3 persons to attend with them. hear new ideas, approaches & views from a cross

section of the people of God from Blessed
Registration forms will be made available at the entrances of the church. Sacrament Church.

Kindly fill in the forms and drop them into the boxes provided. You may also

drop in your forms into the box at the office. R ey

We look forward to seeing you at the Parish Assembly. Registration forms will be made available at the

church entrances & the church office!
Rosaline Thaver (Mrs)
Vice Chairperson Shkkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhn

PPC

8 (o 13



IN RETROSPECT

The Discovery Channel - The Bible

by Beatrice Ong

Most of our training in prayer is limited to the mind.
We were taught as children to say our prayers by
asking God for what we or others need. This is only
half of the mystery of prayer.

The other half is the prayer of heart where we are not
thinking of God or talking to him or asking for
anything. We are simply being with God who is in us
in the Holy Spirit whom Jesus has given us. The Holy
Spirit is the Love, the relationship of love that flows
between Father and Son. It is this Spirit Jesus has
breathed into every human heart. Meditation then is
the prayer of the heart uniting us with the human
consciousness of Jesus in the Spirit.

Recently, in CAFE 2 Weekend Renewal Experience, |
have learnt what a tremendous gift Faith is, which led
us to Baptism and our entry into the Family of God,
the Body of Christ. | also learnt that spiritual life does
not stop at Baptism. My spiritual birth is just the
beginning of a whole new life in Christ.

Each of us needs continuous growth and nourishment
in the life of the Church. If we are willing to act on
God’s Word, we too, can experience spiritual
transformation in our lives. The change can take root
in the way we think, speak and conduct ourselves. It
can be inspired by God as His Word takes root in us.
But first, we need to acquaint ourselves with His Word
— the Bible.

12

God’s Word helps us to have New Faith and Heart to Trust
God’s work in our lives. God heals us spiritually by giving
us a new heart. This heart transforms us into new creatures.

We need to trust God’s Word and obey what it says. When
we act on what we believe that the Word of God is true,
our Faith is further strengthened. What God tells us to do
is usually what He knows we can do. Whatever we are
unable to do, He provides the means and the strength. If
we believe in God’s Word, our words and actions will mirror
that Belief.

The way to go in life is to draw close to
Jesus and acknowledge His presence, power
and love.

God has chosen to communicate with us
through the Bible. His Word is to take
priority over all else we might choose as
the basis of our thoughts, actions and
feelings.

I trust Jesus as my Lord and Saviour. | realise the Holy
Spirit spotlights the work of Jesus. He opens my blind eyes
to see that only through Faith in Jesus can we be rescued
from destruction and despair. m

Vigil In Honour Of The Sacred Hearts

Our monthly vigil in honour of the Sacred Hearts -
of Jesus and Mary will be held on the first Friday
of the next month, on the 3rd Nov 2006. It starts
at 9pm on Friday and ends at 6am the next day.
Mass will be held in church at 10:30pm followed
by the vigil. You are most welcome to attend part
of it, even if you cannot join the whole vigil.
Hope to see you there!

13



IN RETROSPECT

When Catholics Meet Fundamentalists
by Thomas Ng

Not long ago, a Catholic asked me on the difference between
a fundamentalist and a Protestant. Of course, there is a little
difference as the mainline Protestants like Anglicans,
Presbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans etc. do not openly
condemn on Catholic teachings. Some of them even practise
joint service with Catholics. So, who are the fundamentalists
and what should we do when we meet them?

The writer does not encourage Catholics to dispute with
Christians. But the anti-Catholic challenge from fundamentalism
is very aggressive in south and south-west USA. It has already
spread its influence to Asia. Both Fr Martin and Fr Suyono
encountered fundamentalism in Indonesia.

Fundamentalists are members of those new sects who look to
the Bible alone for (fundamental) guidance to live a Christian
life, and who, for the most part, interpret the Bible literally.
We can easily recognise them as follows:

a) They believe that creation was accomplished in a six-day
period about 6000 years ago.

b) They believe in justification by faith alone and disregard
good works.

¢) They believe that the Eucharist is only a symbol of a memorial
meal.

d) They believe that the Second Coming of Christ is near and
that Christ will rule His Kingdom on earth for a thousand years.

e) They disregard all Catholic beliefs in the Sacred Tradition,
14

including the Sacraments, devotions to Mary and the saints.

In addition, fundamentalists are very intensive in evangelisation.
They are also aggressive to get people believe exactly as they
do. Some of them even courageously claim that they are ‘in
the know with God’. Of course, any individual Protestant who
behaves with these characteristics can be considered
fundamentalistic.

In USA, they distribute the booklet by Jimmy Swaggart entitled
‘A Letter to my Catholic Friends’, which include the following
claims: The Catholic Church is not a Christian organisation;
practising Catholics will go to hell; Catholics believe salvation
comes from Mary etc. Apart from USA, fundamentalists are
now trying constantly to indoctrinate people to follow their
way of faith in Asia.

Whenever we meet such fundamentalists, do not waste time
arguing over biblical texts with them. Today, more Catholics
like to read the Bible and take up courses. Nevertheless, we
should not be overconfident to tackle fundamentalists if we
are not sure of the meaning of the biblical texts. Personally, |
think average Catholics should avoid the fundamentalists, but
be firm with our own _um::.m

“The Eucharist is the bread that gives
strength... It is at once the most eloquent
proof of His love and the most powerful means
of fostering His love in us.”

Blessed Damien of Molokai (1840-1889)

15
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Alpha Alpha Monthly Gathering -
Sun 15" Oct 2006

For our October Gathering, we came together on a Sunday.
This was because the Alpha 9 Course was having their Holy
Spirit Weekend then, culminating with the Entertainment
Evening. It was heartening to see almost everyone enjoying
himself or herself. We are proud to say that we do indeed have
some talented people among the Alpha 9 Guests and Alpha
Circle members. Many of us never had such a good laugh in a
very long time.

After the show was over, it was time for our Fellowship Meal.
The tent outside provided us with a lovely outside dining area
to enjoy our food. It was a sight to behold; seeing so much
interaction among all those present. Everyone was in a
celebratory mood, aided of course, by the delicious food
contributed by those present. Thomas, our caterer played his
part by giving us special dishes. All the tables and chairs under
the tent were all taken.

We would like to Praise & Thank God for a Wonderful Weekend,
topping it off with a fantastic meal and fellowship among the
Alpha 9 Guest and Alpha Circle members.

MONTHLY GATHERING FOR NOVEMBER
There will be NO gathering for November.

Do lookout for announcements regarding the December
gathering.
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POETIC
MOMENTS

? a 9§ 9 could alwayps
see the Lord

IT I could always see the LORD,
I would never lonely or sad be
He promised never to leave or forsake me.
I would never be weak or afraid
I am your STRENGTH and REFUGE, HE said.

There would be no bitterness
In HIS LOVE, there is healing and forgiveness.
The storms of life press me to HIS Compassionate heart
My Saviour and GOD would caress and bind up my hurt.

IT 1 could always see the LORD,
I would always rejoice with a triumphant shout
Thank you for showing me what faith is all about.
YOU are faithful to all your promises, LORD.

IT I could always see the LORD
Death would merely release me to My GOD
Eternal life awaits every child of God
I go before you always, there’'s a room in My Father’s man-
sion
Hope of eternal salvation
Would be mine, if 1 could always see the Lord.

~ Shirley Lau ~
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