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If you've taken care of babies, you would
understand how much effort and patience is
needed for me to feed my 16-month-old son;

| have to distract him, entertain him and be
ever prepared for flying spoons and bowils.

FROM DAVID'S DESK

In poor countries, babies starve to death and here, my boy is
refusing the “luxury” of food — but how can | explain this
fact to a level where he can understand...

| am sure not many of us would look forward to Lent as it's a
time of fasting, penance, alms-giving and prayer. Very often,
we have to be “distracted”, “entertained”, and our “Mother”
(the Church) has to put up with our “tantrums” — it's just so
difficult to appreciate the spiritual nourishment that is
offered freely to us... God even became one of us to explain
this at our level, yet we still can’t “catch the ball”!

This Lent, let us put aside quality time for the Lord, to pray,

to read/study the Bible; let us give to the poor and needy
generously; let us repent of our sins and do penance for them
And let us try to fast too, as often as we can - fasting doesn't
mean not eating completely. The Church defines fasting as
having just one full meal a day and Our Lady recommends
eating plain bread and water.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Spotlight is to help
create a closer communion of
parishioners and to support faith
formation through inspired articles OQ./:
and drawings via the Spotlight
newsletter and the BSC Website.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Board of Warden's Management
Committee for the Year 2006/2007

The following were elected as office bearers:

President: Dennis Hogan

Vice President: Venu Damoo

Secretary: Stella Sebastian
Treasurer: Daisy Ho

Auditors: Paul Ang & Helena Chua

J_umhnf_ﬂ Blassed Sacrament Church

Check out our website www.bsc.org.sg now for:

- Forums: Ever wondered whom to turn to for discussions on everyday living,
ranging from mundane issues like how to live in harmony with your mother-
in-law to controversial topics like the Gospel of Judas? Then check out our
forums where parishioners can get together for discussions!

- Polls: Cast your votes on issues close to your heart and know what the
majority thinks.

Of course, not forgetting  informativeitems  like:

- Latest Events

- Bulletins (both weekly bulletins and Spotlight)

- Multimedia Gallery: videos and photos of major events

- Organisations: get to know all our organisations (more than 50!) and see
where you can play a part!

- Resources: interesting articles, websites and software to boost your faith!
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New Life in Christ

by Margie K oh

The day 15th April 1978 was chosen for me to be baptized in
Christ and to enter the Catholic faith. | was given the opportunity
to choose my friendship in God to begin my life in Christ. The
Heavenly Father had prepared ‘This Day’ a plan centered on
Christ, for me, designed long ago according to His good pleasure
after | completed my one-year RCIA course at the Novena Church.

It was a difficult decision to choose between the things that | enjoy
in this world or those that lead me to Christ. Many thoughts ran
through my mind while | was preparing for baptism: “What if there
are restrictions on the things | enjoy? What if someone were to
take advantage of me being nice, good and generous in this
wicked and demanding world? What if | need to please my boss?
There were many more questions as | deliberated about my
sm..
\n

Q out in God’s love, mercy and promises; Christ died only

‘//. as a sacrifice to take away the sins of man and would return

again to bring salvation to those who wait eagerly for Him.

zed | could look to God’s mercy to seek Him in prayer and
the Bible. | was taken aback to know what | was going to

Today, looking back, | thank the Lord once again
for answering my prayers. That it was in asking
He gave me, in seeking | found Him and on
knocking, the door was opened to lead me into
an abundant life. Thus, | believed and in receiving
God’s friendship, | had new life in Christ. Here
are some of His promises and truths:

This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one
and only son into the world that we might live through Him. This
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is love: not that we love God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:9-10)

Ephesians 1:1-14, Ephesians 2:8-9, 1 Pet. 1:13 -

Salvation is my greatest blessing

We are redeemed by Jesus’ Blood

God chose me to be His Child

God accepted me by His grace, He saved me by His special
favor when | believed

* Grace gives me hope. | can think clearly and exercise self-
control. |1 can look forward to the special blessings that will
come to me at the return of Jesus Christ.

* % % %

Luke 1:38; 46-55; 2:51; John 2:3-5; 19:25 -

Characteristics of Mary the Mother of God: Submission; Faith &
Piety; Spiritual Mindedness; Maternal Confidence; Maternal Love.
Thus | see her as my role model as one whom God chooses.

For me, it was an invitation in God’s kindness. The secret plan has
now been revealed to us; itis a plan centered on Christ, designed
long ago according to His good pleasure. The GOOD NEWS is
anyone can choose to be part of this Holy Family to praise God|§

Vigil In Honour Of The Sacred Hear

Our monthly vigil in honour of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary will be held on the first Friday
of the next month, on the2nd Mar 2007 . It starts
at 9pm on Friday and ends at 6am the next day.
Mass will be held in church at 10:30pm followed
by the vigil. You are most welcome to attend part
of it, even if you cannot join the whole vigil.
Hope to see you there!




IN RETROSPECT

This is the Moment

by Patricia Ang

When | first heard the song “This is the Moment”, which was
used by my good friend as her walk-in song for her wedding a
few months ago, | was inspired to

truly live for the moment. What is 7

the moment for you? Do we live for

Al 3
the moment or are we living in the (7 A*‘
past? Who are we living for? Do
we cherish every moment of our
time? ‘

We are responsible for our life. We

make the choices to the lives we

are leading now. You realize as we grow older, we get busier,
and our lives pass quickly; all the more we should spend our
life doing what we love. Since we never know how much time
we have left, we should live each day as if it is our last.

Yet they are many of us who have either no idea what are
things we love to do or are afraid to pursue our dreams. Some
say we have loans to pay so we can’t pursue our dreams, or
the older we get, the higher chance of one being retrenched.

What is the moment for you? It could be saying “I Do” to the
person you are going to spend the rest of your life with at the
wedding ceremony. It could be the birth of your child. It could
be going up on stage to receive that hard-earned degree scroll
on your convocation day. It could also be surrendering your life
and submitting your plans to the Lord and trust Him that
whatever plans He has for you is to your best interest.

God is always there for us. But always
remember, it is only when we are open and
receptive to His presence that He is able to
reside in our hearts. Imagine a door and a door
knob is built internally. The Lord stands outside
of our door, he can only knock, but he does not
have access to the door knob. Only when we
are ready to invite HIM into our lives, only when
we are ready to open the door to our heart, will
the Lord reside in our lives.

“Here | stand, knocking at the door. If anyone hears me calling and
opens the door, | will enter his house and have supper with him. And
he with me.” (Rev 3:20)

Have you experienced this moment? Try it if you have not already
opened the door to your heart and asked the Lord to reside within
you. Is there a difference, you may ask? Yes, immediately you will
feel this inner peace within you. You will want to know more about the
Lord, be it in fellowship, attending the Mass, reading the Bible and
you would want to share the good news with others. You will also
discover the gifts within you and want to use

these gifts to serve Him for His glory.

In this busy hectic lifestyle that we lead, take

some time in silence to seek the Lord. At the @ (S3
start of each morning, offer HIM thanks and (A "
ask Him to guide you. Place HIM at the centre CT5

of your life and whatever you do for the day,
do it for His glory.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
understanding in all your ways acknowledge him and he will make
your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Lord there may be times in our lives we tend to do things our way and
not Yours, allow us to grow in faith, grant us the peace within us for
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us to discern Your Will. You know what are our heart’s desire and
You know what is best for us. Forgive us for what we have done
wrong and allow us to seek Your eternal kingdom.

“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things
will be given to you as well.” (Matt m”wwvm

,O_|>mm__n_m0,m

*Please include your full name & contact
details (will not be printed out in
Spotlight). For BSC parishioners only.

Room for rent atVest Coast Road Blk 513. High floor
and only for single female and no cooking allowed.
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lly air-conditioned with wardrobe. Please contact
wria at 91760193.

by-sitting for children of any age (day & night). Please contact Susan at
712940.

'Charity never humiliated him who profited from it, nor
ever bound him by the chains of gratitude, since it was
not to him but to God that the gift was made."

- Antoine de Saint-Exupery (1900-1944)
Pilot and Author
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Damien Hall Progress Update

As many of you can see, the new building is near completion.

The interior works are in progress and the Committee is hoping
to get our T.O.P. (Temporary Occupation Permit) in May, one
month earlier than the contracted date in June. However, in order
for this to take place, the car park lots and the road needs to be
resurfaced. This will commence on 15t week of March and will
take about one and half months to complete (This includes the
landscaping of the compound t00).

The cabin or mini hall will be dismantled from 12 March 2007.
Therefore all activities in the cabin will cease operation on 11
March. The last canteen operation will be on Sunday, 11 March
and it will end off with a jumble sale.

The Committee will be meeting with all organisations on 4 March
at 1.30 pm in Church to discuss matters pertaining to the new
building in particular to allocation of meeting rooms. It is therefore
important for leaders of organisation to attend this meeting.

Damien Hall Building Committee

)
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Damien Hall Updates by June Poon
(refer to hardcopy)

Damien Hall Updates by June Poon
(refer to hardcopy)



Alpha Monthly Gathering

- Feb2007
by Beatrice Ong

HAPPENINGS
[ ]

The February Alpha Monthly Gathering was held on
Saturday 10 Feb. The evening began with the usual
Fellowship Potluck Meal with about 40 participants.

The highlight of the evening was on the Four Gospels: Mark,
Matthew, Luke, John. The formation of a body of Christian
writings into what we revere as the New Testament was a
process comparable to the development of the Old
Testament. Jesus left no written record. His Bible and that
guoted by his disciples, was the Old Testament.

The New Testament literature, like that of the Old
Testament, emerged within the community of believers
according to their words with the guidance of the Spirit
as they reflected on and responded to the drama of
Salvation in Christ.

The first unified Christian writings to come down to us are
the letters or epistles of Paul. When Paul came to the end
of his career, another development was underway ? The 4
Gospels. They are placed first in order among New
Testament books in the Bible because they tell the story
of Jesus Christ. Paul probably died before the first Gospel,
Mark, was in circulation.

By the time Mark appeared, over 30 years has passed since
Jesus words and deeds were kept alive by preachers and
story-tellers in the various Christian communities. The
Gospel of Mark appeared on the scene around AD 65. It
tells the Good News about Jesus, the Son of God who
came to give his life to set people free from sin. Mark's
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Gospel probably originated in Rome. Non-Jewish Christians were
its primary audience. The need for a Gospel written primarily
for Jewish Christians developed and the Gospel of Matthew
was written for Jewish Christians in Palestine and Syria about
AD 80. The Gospel tells the Good News that Jesus is the Promised
Saviour, the one through whom God fulfilled the promises He
made to his people in the Old Testament.

The Gospel of Luke is filled with a concern for people with all
kinds of needs. The note of ‘joy'is prominent in Luke especially
in the opening chapters that announce the coming of Jesus and
again at the conclusion when Jesus ascends to Heaven. The story
of growth and spread of Christian faith after the Ascension of
Jesus is also told in the book of ACTS.

The Gospel of John was the last of the 4 Gospels. It appeared
about AD 90. John presents Jesus as the eternal Word of God
who became a human being and lived among us. John emphasizes
the gift of eternal life through Jesus, a gift which begins now

and which comes to those who respond to Jesus as ? the Way,
the Truth and the Life.

ALPHA MONTHLY GATHERING - MARCH

Day/Date: Sat 10th March 2007
Time: 7.15pm
Place: The CABIN

Highlight : Overview of the OIld Testament: WILL THE REAL
ADAM & EVE PLEASE STAND UP ?

POTLUCK FELLOWSHIP MEAL - please bring some food to
share. Your friends and relations are most welcome to join us. -



Congratulations to Gabriel Tan,
Bernadette Tan and Theodora Chin! You
are our winner for last month's
Relax Spotlight contest! To win exciting

N c Q A _lmj_ prizes, unscramble the words below and
. o~ complete the verse, and send in your
o ® entries by 11 Mar 07.
7 (For children 12 years & below; not for
, = m - Spotlight members & family members)

ORCHID counTRY CLUB
(3 ONLY $100 per person - TRIPLE SHAR|A

PLEASE CONT ACT KARL OLIVEIR O

HAPPENINGS
[ |
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(refer to hardcopy)

OR YOUR LEADERS FOR P AYMENT DET AILS
CLOSING D ATE: 31ST MAR CH 2007

RETREA T MASTER: REV. FR. BILL HENG (CssR)
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The Apocryphal Gospels
by Thomas Ng

(with explanation extracted from some writings of Fr Raymond
Brown, U.S. Catholic Scripture scholar)

Protestants call the seven Deuterocanonical Books which they
reject as ‘apocrypha’. The word ‘deutero’ means secondary, and
deuterocanonical means belonging to a second canon. So, these
Books have their authenticity and inspiration as secondary but
approved by the Catholic Church. They were mostly written in
Greek though some in Hebrew or Aramaic.

During the Reformation, Protestants suspected these Books were
not available in Hebrew or Aramaic. The issue became more
complicated as Catholic theologians held these Books as support
for doctrines. Therefore, they were rejected by the reformers. For
more details, refer to my article "The Difference of Protestant and
Catholic Positions On The Bible" in Spotlight Aug 2004.

The real meaning of apocryphal is ‘having little or no authenticity’.
In the Council of Trent (1545-1563), the Catholic Church confirmed
her authorisation of all the Books in the Bible, and these seven
books of Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, 1 & 2 Maccabees and
Baruch were included as Deuterocanonical Books. Today, they
are still used by Catholics and Orthodox Christians, but are not
apocrypha as stated by Protestants.

In this age of ecumenicism, some Protestant Bible versions include
these seven books for two reasons. Firstly, because we Catholics
want them to consider a ‘complete Bible’. Secondly, Catholics and
Protestants study the Bible together, and these books are quite
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important for the understanding of early Judaism. As Protestant
students become more familiar with deuterocanonical writings,
their old suspicion is disappearing. Now we can find "The Revised
Standard Version" and "The New English Bible" published as
‘complete Bible’. However, these books are under a section either
between the two Testaments or after the New Testament in
Protestant editions.

Actually, the term of apocryphal books is used more widely of Jewish
and Christian books that neither Catholics nor Protestants consider
as Scripture. They include books like Enoch, Jubilees, IV Esdras
and a few others that were not accepted in the commonly agreed
canonical Bible. Nevertheless, the Catholic Church does not openly
condemn such apocryphal gospels, but regards them as
inaccurate, gnostic gospels. These include the recent 1940’s
discovery of a collection of writings at Nag Hammadi in Egypt.

The apocryphal gospels only tell us how Christians of the second
century thought about Jesus. For example, the gospel of Peter is
an imaginative narrative of Christ’s passion. The gospel of Thomas
gives a form of Jesus’ saying about the Kingdom of God within
one’s centre, but does not contain Jesus’ life and teachings.
Perhaps "The Protevangelium of James" (a.k.a. Infancy Narrative
of James) has but little influence on Catholic thought. From this
gospel, the names of Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anne were
known. From it also came the story of Mary’s presentation in the
Temple at an early age, and the portrayal of Joseph as an elderly
man carrying a lily that earned him Mary’s hand in marriage.

In short, apocryphal gospels may be useful for helping us to know
the various Christian groups of the second to third centuries. But
they practically have no value for any biographical, historical facts
about the life of Jesus and His teachings, or about Christians
before the death of Peter and Paul in the AD mo.m.-
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