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A
s the parish-com

m
unity of the B

lessed
S

acram
ent, w

e w
ant to be a living expression

of the H
oly E

ucharist, by trying to becom
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both a sign and an instrum
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giving and self-sacrificial love in the w
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T
he m

ission of S
potlight is to help

create a closer com
m

union of
parishioners and to support faith

form
ation through inspired articles

and draw
ings via the S

potlight
new

sletter and the B
S

C
 W

ebsite.

M
IS

S
IO

N
 S

TA
T

E
M

E
N

T

C
heck out our w

ebsite 
w

w
w

.bsc.org.sg
 now

 for:

- F
orum

s: E
ver w

ondered w
hom

 to turn to for discussions on everyday living,
ranging from

 m
undane issues like how

 to live in harm
ony w

ith your m
other-

in-law
 to controversial topics like the G

ospel of Judas? T
hen check out our

forum
s w

here parishioners can get together for discussions!

- P
olls: C

ast your votes on issues close to your heart and know
 w

hat the
m

ajority thinks.

O
f course, not forgetting 

inform
ative item

s 
like:

- Latest E
vents

- B
ulletins (both w

eekly bulletins and S
potlight)

- M
ultim

edia G
allery: videos and photos of m

ajor events
- O

rganisations: get to know
 all our organisations (m

ore than 50!) and see
w

here you can play a part!
- R

esources: interesting articles, w
ebsites and softw

are to boost your faith!

A
N

N
O

U
N

C
E

M
E

N
T

S

B
oard of W

arden's M
anagem

ent
C

om
m

ittee for the Y
ear 2006/2007

T
he follow

ing w
ere elected as office bearers:

P
resident:

D
ennis H

ogan
V

ice P
resident:

V
enu D

am
oo

S
ecretary:

S
tella S

ebastian
T

reasurer:
D

aisy H
o

A
uditors:

P
aul A

ng &
 H

elena C
hua

If you’ve taken care of babies, you w
ould

understand how
 m

uch effort and patience is
needed for m

e to feed m
y 16-m

onth-old son;
I have to distract him

, entertain him
 and be

ever prepared for flying spoons and bow
ls.

In poor countries, babies starve to death and here, m
y boy is

refusing the “luxury” of food – but how
 can I explain this

fact to a level w
here he can understand…

I am
 sure not m

any of us w
ould look forw

ard to Lent as it’s a
tim

e of fasting, penance, alm
s-giving and prayer. V

ery often,
w

e have to be “distracted”, “entertained”, and our “M
other”

(the C
hurch) has to put up w

ith our “tantrum
s” – it’s just so

difficult to appreciate the spiritual nourishm
ent that is

offered freely to us... G
od even becam

e one of us to explain
this at our level, yet w

e still can’t “catch the ball”!

T
his Lent, let us put aside quality tim

e for the Lord, to pray,
to read/study the B

ible; let us give to the poor and needy
generously; let us repent of our sins and do penance for them

.
A

nd let us try to fast too, as often as w
e can - fasting doesn't

m
ean not eating com

pletely. T
he C

hurch defines fasting as
having just one full m

eal a day and O
ur Lady recom

m
ends

eating plain bread and w
ater.
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T
he day 15 th A

pril 1978 w
as chosen for m

e to be baptized in
C

hrist and to enter the C
atholic faith. I w

as given the opportunity
to choose m

y friendship in G
od to begin m

y life in C
hrist. T

he
H

eavenly F
ather had prepared ‘T

his D
ay’ a plan centered on

C
hrist, for m

e, designed long ago according to H
is good pleasure

after I com
pleted m

y one-year R
C

IA
 course at the N

ovena C
hurch.

It w
as a difficult decision to choose betw

een the things that I enjoy
in this w

orld or those that lead m
e to C

hrist. M
any thoughts ran

through m
y m

ind w
hile I w

as preparing for baptism
: “W

hat if there
are restrictions on the things I enjoy? W

hat if som
eone w

ere to
take advantage of m

e being nice, good and generous in this
w

icked and dem
anding w

orld? W
hat if I need to please m

y boss?
T

here w
ere m

any m
ore questions as I deliberated about m

y
baptism

...

I realized I could look to G
od’s m

ercy to seek H
im

 in prayer and
read the B

ible. I w
as taken aback to know

 w
hat I w

as going to
m

iss out in G
od’s love, m

ercy and prom
ises; C

hrist died only
once as a sacrifice to take aw

ay the sins of m
an and w

ould return
again to bring salvation to those w

ho w
ait eagerly for H

im
.

Today, looking back, I thank the Lord once again
for answ

ering m
y prayers. T

hat it w
as in asking

H
e gave m

e, in seeking I found H
im

 and on
knocking, the door w

as opened to lead m
e into

an abundant life. T
hus, I believed and in receiving

G
od’s friendship, I had new

 life in C
hrist. H

ere
are som

e of H
is prom

ises and truths:

T
his is how

 G
od show

ed H
is love am

ong us: H
e sent H

is one
and only son into the w

orld that w
e m

ight live through H
im

. T
his

is love: not that w
e love G

od, but that H
e loved us and sent H

is
S

on as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:9-10)

E
phesians 1:1-14, E

phesians 2:8-9, 1 P
et. 1:13 -

*
S

alvation is m
y greatest blessing

*
W

e are redeem
ed by Jesus’ B

lood
*

G
od chose m

e to be H
is C

hild
*

G
od accepted m

e by H
is grace, H

e saved m
e by H

is special
favor w

hen I believed
*

G
race gives m

e hope. I can think clearly and exercise self-
control. I can look forw

ard to the special blessings that w
ill

com
e to m

e at the return of Jesus C
hrist.

Luke  1:38; 46-55; 2:51; John 2:3-5; 19:25 -

C
haracteristics of M

ary the M
other of G

od: S
ubm

ission; F
aith &

P
iety; S

piritual M
indedness; M

aternal C
onfidence; M

aternal Love.
T

hus I see her as m
y role m

odel as one w
hom

 G
od chooses.

F
or m

e, it w
as an invitation in G

od’s kindness. T
he secret plan has

now
 been revealed to us; it is a plan centered on C

hrist, designed
long ago according to H

is good pleasure. T
he G

O
O

D
 N

E
W

S
 is

anyone can choose to be part of this H
oly F

am
ily to praise G

od.SS SSS
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F
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F
rida

y

O
ur m

onthly vigil in honour of the S
acred H

earts
of Jesus and M

ary w
ill be held on the first F

riday
of the next m

onth, on the2nd M
ar 2007

.  It starts
at 9pm

 on F
riday and ends at 6am

 the next day.
M

ass w
ill be  held in church at 10:30pm

 follow
ed

by the vigil. Y
ou are m

ost w
elcom

e to attend part
of it, even if you cannot join the w

hole vigil.
H

ope to see you there!
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T
his is the M

om
ent

by Patricia A
ng

W
hen I first heard the song “T

his is the M
om

ent”, w
hich w

as
used by m

y good friend as her w
alk-in song for her w

edding a
few

 m
onths ago, I w

as inspired to
truly live for the m

om
ent. W

hat is
the m

om
ent for you? D

o w
e live for

the m
om

ent or are w
e living in the

past? W
ho are w

e living for? D
o

w
e cherish every m

om
ent of our

tim
e?

W
e are responsible for our life. W

e
m

ake the choices to the lives w
e

are leading now
. Y

ou realize as w
e grow

 older, w
e get busier,

and our lives pass quickly; all the m
ore w

e should spend our
life doing w

hat w
e love. S

ince w
e never know

 how
 m

uch tim
e

w
e have left, w

e should live each day as if it is our last.

Y
et they are m

any of us w
ho have either no idea w

hat are
things w

e love to do or are afraid to pursue our dream
s. S

om
e

say w
e have loans to pay so w

e can’t pursue our dream
s, or

the older w
e get, the higher chance of one being retrenched.

W
hat is the m

om
ent for you? It could be saying “I D

o” to the
person you are going to spend the rest of your life w

ith at the
w

edding cerem
ony. It could be the birth of your child. It could

be going up on stage to receive that hard-earned degree scroll
on your convocation day. It could also be surrendering your life
and subm

itting your plans to the Lord and trust H
im

 that
w

hatever plans H
e has for you is to your best interest.

G
o

d
 is a

lw
a

ys th
e

re
 fo

r u
s. B

u
t a

lw
a

ys
rem

em
ber, it is only w

hen w
e are open and

receptive to H
is presence that H

e is able to
reside in our hearts. Im

agine a door and a door
knob is built internally. T

he Lord stands outside
of our door, he can only knock, but he does not
have access to the door knob. O

nly w
hen w

e
are ready to invite H

IM
 into our lives, only w

hen
w

e are ready to open the door to our heart, w
ill

the Lord reside in our lives.

“H
ere I stand, knocking at the door. If anyone hears m

e calling and
opens the door, I w

ill enter his house and have supper w
ith him

. A
nd

he w
ith m

e.” (R
ev 3:20)

H
ave you experienced this m

om
ent? T

ry it if you have not already
opened the door to your heart and asked the Lord to reside w

ithin
you. Is there a difference, you m

ay ask? Yes, im
m

ediately you w
ill

feel this inner peace w
ithin you. You w

ill w
ant to know

 m
ore about the

Lord, be it in fellow
ship, attending the M

ass, reading the B
ible and

you w
ould w

ant to share the good new
s w

ith others. You w
ill also

discover the gifts w
ithin you and w

ant to use
these gifts to serve H

im
 for H

is glory.

In this busy hectic lifestyle that w
e lead, take

som
e tim

e in silence to seek the Lord. A
t the

start of each m
orning, offer H

IM
 thanks and

ask H
im

 to guide you. P
lace H

IM
 at the centre

of your life and w
hatever you do for the day,

do it for H
is glory.

“T
ru

st in
 th

e
 L

o
rd

 w
ith

 a
ll yo

u
r h

e
a

rt a
n

d
 le

a
n

 n
o

t o
n

 yo
u

r
understanding in all your w

ays acknow
ledge him

 and he w
ill m

ake
your paths straight.” (P

roverbs 3:5-6)

Lord there m
ay be tim

es in our lives w
e tend to do things our w

ay and
not Y

ours, allow
 us to grow

 in faith, grant us the peace w
ithin us for
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"C
harity never hum

iliated him
 w

ho profited from
 it, nor

ever bound him
 by the chains of gratitude, since it w

as
not to him

 but to G
od that the gift w

as m
ade."

 - A
ntoine de S

aint-E
xupery (1900-1944)

P
ilot and A

uthor

us to discern Your W
ill. You know

 w
hat are our heart’s desire and

You know
 w

hat is best for us. F
orgive us for w

hat w
e have done

w
rong and allow

 us to seek Your eternal kingdom
.

“S
eek first his kingdom

 and his righteousness and all these things
w

ill be given to you as w
ell.” (M

att 6:33)

R
oom

 for rent at West C
oast R

oad B
lk 513. H

igh floor
and only for single fem

ale and no cooking allow
ed.

F
ully air-conditioned w

ith w
ardrobe. P

lease contact
M

aria at 91760193.

B
aby-sitting for children of any age (day &

 night). P
lease contact S

usan at
64712940.

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

S
*P

lease include your full nam
e &

 contact
details (w

ill not be printed out in
S

potlight). F
or B

S
C

 parishioners only.

SS SSS

A
s m

any of you can see, the new
 building is near com

pletion.

T
he interior w

orks are in progress and the C
om

m
ittee is hoping

to get our T.O
.P. (Tem

porary O
ccupation P

erm
it) in M

ay, one
m

onth earlier than the contracted date in June. H
ow

ever, in order
for this to take place, the car park lots and the road needs to be
resurfaced. T

his w
ill com

m
ence on 1 st w

eek of M
arch and w

ill
take about one and half m

onths to com
plete (T

his includes the
landscaping of the com

pound too).

T
he cabin or m

ini hall w
ill be dism

antled from
 12 M

arch 2007.
T

herefore all activities in the cabin w
ill cease operation on 11

M
arch.  T

he last canteen operation w
ill be on S

unday, 11 M
arch

and it w
ill end off w

ith a jum
ble sale.

T
he C

om
m

ittee w
ill be m

eeting w
ith all organisations on 4 M

arch
at 1.30 pm

 in C
hurch to discuss m

atters pertaining to the new
building in particular to allocation of m

eeting room
s.  It is therefore

im
portant for leaders of organisation to attend this m

eeting.

D
am

ien H
all B

uilding C
om

m
ittee
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A
lpha M

onthly G
athering

- Feb2007
by B

eatrice O
ng

H
A

P
P

E
N

IN
G

S

T
h

e
 F

e
b

ru
a

ry A
lp

h
a

 M
o

n
th

ly G
a

th
e

rin
g

 w
a

s h
e

ld
 o

n
S

a
tu

rd
a

y 1
0

 F
e

b
. T

h
e

 e
ve

n
in

g
 b

e
g

a
n

 w
ith

 th
e

 u
su

a
l

F
ellow

ship P
otluck M

eal w
ith about 40 participants.

T
he highlight of the evening w

as on the F
our G

ospels: M
ark,

M
atthew

, Luke, John. T
he form

ation of a body of C
hristian

w
ritings into w

hat w
e revere as the N

ew
 T

estam
ent w

as a
p

ro
ce

ss co
m

p
a

ra
b

le
 to

 th
e

 d
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t o
f th

e
 O

ld
T

estam
ent. Jesus left no w

ritten record. H
is B

ible and that
quoted by his disciples, w

as the O
ld T

estam
ent.

T
h

e
 N

e
w

 T
e

sta
m

e
n

t lite
ra

tu
re

, like
 th

a
t o

f th
e

 O
ld

T
estam

ent, em
erged w

ithin the com
m

unity of believers
according to their w

ords w
ith the guidance of the S

pirit
as they reflected on and responded to the dram

a of
S

alvation in C
hrist.

T
he first unified C

hristian w
ritings to com

e dow
n to us are

the letters or epistles of P
aul. W

hen P
aul cam

e to the end
of his career, another developm

ent w
as underw

ay ?  T
he 4

G
o

sp
e

ls.  T
h

e
y a

re
 p

la
ce

d
 first in

 o
rd

e
r a

m
o

n
g

 N
e

w
T

estam
ent books in the B

ible because they tell the story
of Jesus C

hrist. P
aul probably died before the first G

ospel,
M

ark, w
as in circulation.

B
y the tim

e M
ark appeared, over 30 years has passed since

Jesus w
ords and deeds w

ere kept alive by preachers and
story-tellers in the various C

hristian com
m

unities. T
he

G
ospel of M

ark appeared on the scene around A
D

 65. It
tells the G

ood N
ew

s about Jesus, the S
on of G

od w
ho

cam
e to give his life to set people free from

 sin. M
ark's

G
ospel probably originated in R

om
e. N

on-Jew
ish C

hristians w
ere

its prim
ary audience. T

he need for a G
ospel w

ritten prim
arily

for Jew
ish C

hristians developed and the G
ospel of M

atthew
w

as w
ritten for Jew

ish C
hristians in P

alestine and S
yria about

A
D

 80. T
he G

ospel tells the G
ood N

ew
s that Jesus is the P

rom
ised

S
aviour, the one through w

hom
 G

od fulfilled the prom
ises H

e
m

ade to his people in the O
ld T

estam
ent.

T
he G

ospel of Luke is filled w
ith a concern for people w

ith all
kinds of needs. T

he note of  'joy' is prom
inent in Luke especially

in the opening chapters that announce the com
ing of Jesus and

again at the conclusion w
hen Jesus ascends to H

eaven. T
he story

of grow
th and spread of C

hristian faith after the A
scension of

Jesus is also told in the book of A
C

T
S

.

T
he G

ospel of John w
as the last of the 4 G

ospels. It appeared
about A

D
 90. John presents Jesus as the eternal W

ord of G
od

w
ho becam

e a hum
an being and lived am

ong us. John em
phasizes

the gift of eternal life through Jesus, a gift w
hich begins now

and w
hich com

es to those w
ho respond to Jesus as ? the W

ay,
the T

ruth and the Life.
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P
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S
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L - please bring som
e food to

share. Y
our friends and relations are m

ost w
elcom

e to join us.
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G
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T
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B

ernadette T
an and T

heodora C
hin!  Y

ou
a

re
 

o
u

r 
w

in
n

e
r 

fo
r 

la
st 

m
o

n
th

's
S

p
o

tlig
h

t co
n

te
st! T

o
 w

in
 e

xcitin
g

prizes, unscram
ble the w

ords below
 and

com
plete the verse, and send in your

entries by 11 M
ar 07.

(F
or children 12 years &

 below
; not for

S
potlight m

em
bers &

 fam
ily m

em
bers)
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P
rotestants call the seven D

euterocanonical B
ooks w

hich they
reject as ‘apocrypha’. T

he w
ord ‘deutero’ m

eans secondary, and
deuterocanonical m

eans belonging to a second canon. S
o, these

B
ooks have their authenticity and inspiration as secondary but

approved by the C
atholic C

hurch. T
hey w

ere m
ostly w

ritten in
G

reek though som
e in H

ebrew
 or A

ram
aic.

D
uring the R

eform
ation, P

rotestants suspected these B
ooks w

ere
not available in H

ebrew
 or A

ram
aic. T

he issue becam
e m

ore
com

plicated as C
atholic theologians held these B

ooks as support
for doctrines. T

herefore, they w
ere rejected by the reform

ers. F
or

m
ore details, refer to m

y article "T
he D

ifference of P
rotestant and

C
atholic P

ositions O
n T

he B
ible" in S

potlight A
ug 2004.

T
he real m

eaning of apocryphal is ‘having little or no authenticity’.
In the C

ouncil of Trent (1545-1563), the C
atholic C

hurch confirm
ed

her authorisation of all the B
ooks in the B

ible, and these seven
books of Tobit, Judith, W

isdom
, S

irach, 1 &
 2 M

accabees and
B

aruch w
ere included as D

euterocanonical B
ooks. Today, they

are still used by C
atholics and O

rthodox C
hristians, but are not

apocrypha as stated by P
rotestants.

In this age of ecum
enicism

, som
e P

rotestant B
ible versions include

these seven books for tw
o reasons. F

irstly, because w
e C

atholics
w

ant them
 to consider a ‘com

plete B
ible’. S

econdly, C
atholics and

P
rotestants study the B

ible together, and these books are quite

im
portant for the understanding of early Judaism

. A
s P

rotestant
students becom

e m
ore fam

iliar w
ith deuterocanonical w

ritings,
their old suspicion is disappearing. N

ow
 w

e can find "T
he R

evised
S

tandard V
ersion" and "T

he N
ew

 E
nglish B

ible" published as
‘com

plete B
ible’. H

ow
ever, these books are under a section either

betw
een the tw

o Testam
ents or after the N

ew
 Testam

ent in
P

rotestant editions.

A
ctually, the term

 of apocryphal books is used m
ore w

idely of Jew
ish

and C
hristian books that neither C

atholics nor P
rotestants consider

as S
cripture. T

hey include books like E
noch, Jubilees, IV

 E
sdras

and a few
 others that w

ere not accepted in the com
m

only agreed
canonical B

ible. N
evertheless, the C

atholic C
hurch does not openly

co
n

d
e

m
n

 su
ch

 a
p

o
cryp

h
a

l g
o

sp
e

ls, b
u

t re
g

a
rd

s th
e

m
 a

s
inaccurate, gnostic gospels. T

hese include the recent 1940’s
discovery of  a collection of w

ritings at N
ag H

am
m

adi in E
gypt.

T
he apocryphal gospels only tell us how

 C
hristians of the second

century thought about Jesus. F
or exam

ple, the gospel of P
eter is

an im
aginative narrative of C

hrist’s passion. T
he gospel of T

hom
as

gives a form
 of Jesus’ saying about the K

ingdom
 of G

od w
ithin

one’s centre, but does not contain Jesus’ life and teachings.
P

erhaps "T
he P

rotevangelium
 of Jam

es" (a.k.a. Infancy N
arrative

of Jam
es) has but little influence on C

atholic thought. F
rom

 this
gospel, the nam

es of M
ary’s parents, Joachim

 and A
nne w

ere
know

n. F
rom

 it also cam
e the story of M

ary’s presentation in the
Tem

ple at an early age, and the portrayal of Joseph as an elderly
m

an carrying a lily that earned him
 M

ary’s hand in m
arriage.

In short, apocryphal gospels m
ay be useful for helping us to know

the various C
hristian groups of the second to third centuries. B

ut
they practically have no value for any biographical, historical facts
about the life of Jesus and H

is teachings, or about C
hristians

before the death of P
eter and P

aul in the A
D

 60’s.

T
he A

pocryphal G
ospels

by T
hom

as N
g

(w
ith explanation extracted from

 som
e w

ritings of F
r R

aym
ond

B
row

n, U
.S

. C
atholic S

cripture scholar)
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