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th

e
r fa

ith
 a

n
d
 re

lig
io

n
s
 to

o
.

G
iv

in
g
 
a
n
d
 
liftin

g
 
in

 
o
n
e
 
a
n
o
th

e
r

s
o
rro

w
s
, p

a
in

s
 a

n
d
 jo

y
 in

 tim
e
s
 o

f n
e
e
d

is
 lik

e
 liv

in
g
 in

 a
 b

ig
 fa

m
ily

, to
 g

iv
e
 to

th
e
 L

o
rd

, to
 k

n
o
w

 th
a
t w

e
 a

re
 a

ll e
q
u
a
l

in
 
H

is
 
s
ig

h
t. 

F
o
r 

G
o
d
 
w

h
o
 
is

 
L
O

V
E

c
re

a
te

d
 a

ll o
f u

s
, w

a
n
t u

s
 to

 im
ita

te
 H

im
 a

n
d
 b

e
 lik

e
 H

im
.

H
e
 w

h
o
 is

 G
o
o
d
, d

e
s
ire

s
 th

a
t w

e
 m

a
y
 b

e
 m

a
d
e
 a

liv
e
 in

H
im

 n
o
w

 to
 b

rin
g
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 g

o
o
d
 in

u
s
. T

h
u
s
 w

e
 h

e
a
r th

e
 tru

th
 in

 Jo
h
n
’s

le
tte

r s
a
y
in

g
, “N

o
 o

n
e
 h

a
s
 e

v
e
r s

e
e
n

G
o
d
, b

u
t if w

e
 lo

v
e
 o

n
e
 a

n
o
th

e
r, G

o
d

liv
e
s
 
in

 
u
s
 
a
n
d
 
H

is
 
lo

v
e
 
is

 
m

a
d
e

c
o
m

p
le

te
 in

 u
s
” (1

 Jo
h
n
 4

:1
2
).

W
e
 
m

a
y
 
h
a
v
e
 
m

u
c
h
 
m

o
re

 
to

 
th

a
n
k

H
im

, b
u
t m

o
s
t o

f a
ll w

e
 w

a
n
t to

 a
s
k
 fo

r H
is

 c
o
n
tin

u
o
u
s

g
ra

c
e
, th

e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit to

 s
ta

y
 a

liv
e
 in

 u
s
 s

o
 th

a
t w

e
 c

o
u
ld

d
o
 th

e
 w

ill o
f th

e
 F

a
th

e
r.T

o
d
a
y
 a

n
d
 e

v
e
ry

d
a
y
 in

s
id

e
 m

e
, I

w
ill s

triv
e
 to

 b
e
c
o
m

e
 a

 b
e
tte

r p
e
rs

o
n
 fo

r th
e
 L

o
rd

, to
 b

e
m

o
re

 e
n
c
o
u
ra

g
in

g
 lo

v
in

g
 a

n
d
 to

 liv
e
 m

e
a
n
in

g
fu

lly
.

Frie
n

d
sh

ip
 &

 Th
a

n
k

sg
iv

in
g

b
y
 M

a
rg

ie
 K

o
h

“T
o
 m

ain
tain

 a jo
y
fu

l fam
ily

 req
u
ires m

u
ch

 fro
m

 b
o
th

th
e p

aren
ts an

d
 th

e ch
ild

ren
.

E
ach

 m
em

b
er o

f th
e fam

ily
 h

as to
 b

eco
m

e, in
 a sp

ecial
w

ay, th
e serv

an
t o

f th
e o

th
ers."
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IN
 R

E
T
R

O
S

P
E

C
T

H
a
v
e
 y

o
u
 re

a
liz

e
d
 th

a
t p

e
o
p
le

 th
a
t y

o
u

k
n
o
w

 a
re

 b
o
u
n
d
 to

 d
isa

p
p
o
in

t y
o
u
 so

m
e

w
a
y
 
o
r 

a
n
o
th

e
r? 

T
h
e
y
 
w

ill 
e
ith

e
r 

sa
y

so
m

e
th

in
g
 o

r fa
il to

 sa
y
 so

m
e
th

in
g
 th

a
t

w
ill h

u
rt y

o
u
. T

h
e
y
 w

ill d
o
 so

m
e
th

in
g
 o

r
fa

il to
 d

o
 so

m
e
th

in
g
 th

a
t w

ill a
n
g
e
r y

o
u
.

H
a
v
e
 
y
o
u
 
re

a
liz

e
d
 
y
o
u
 
m

a
k
e
 
m

a
tte

rs
w

o
rse

 w
h
e
n
 y

o
u
 d

w
e
ll o

v
e
r so

m
e
o
n
e
’s

w
o
rd

s a
n
d
 d

e
e
d
s? In

 fa
c
t th

e
 m

o
re

 y
o
u

d
w

e
ll o

n
 su

c
h
 m

a
tte

rs, th
e
 m

o
re

 b
itte

r y
o
u
 w

ill g
e
t. Yo

u
w

ill fin
d
 y

o
u
r p

e
a
c
e
, jo

y, h
a
p
p
in

e
ss slip

p
in

g
 a

w
a
y. Yo

u
 w

ill
fin

d
 y

o
u
r p

ro
d
u
c
tiv

ity
 d

e
c
re

a
sin

g
 a

s y
o
u
 e

n
g
a
g
e
 m

o
re

 o
f

y
o
u
r tim

e
 ju

st th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 issu

e
s. S

o
 h

o
w

 d
o
 w

e
p
re

v
e
n
t o

u
rse

lv
e
s fro

m
 d

w
e
llin

g
 o

n
 su

c
h
 m

a
tte

rs?

M
y
 su

g
g
e
stio

n
: ta

k
e
 re

sp
o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r y
o
u
r fe

e
lin

g
s. E

v
e
n

th
o
u
g
h
 th

e
 o

th
e
r p

e
rso

n
 m

a
y
 b

e
 a

t fa
u
lt, y

o
u
 a

re
 still

re
sp

o
n
sib

le
 fo

r y
o
u
r o

w
n
 fe

e
lin

g
s.

R
e

c
e

n
tly

 
I 

c
a
m

e
 

a
c
ro

s
s
 

tw
o

in
c
id

e
n
ts. S

o
m

e
o
n
e
 w

a
s ta

lk
in

g
u
n
p
le

a
sa

n
t th

in
g
s a

b
o
u
t a

 frie
n
d

o
f 

m
in

e
 
a
n
d
 
I 

sto
o
d
 
u
p
 
fo

r 
m

y
frie

n
d
, b

u
t a

s a
 re

su
lt o

f th
a
t, I

b
e
c
a
m

e
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
 c

o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n

to
p
ic

. I m
a
d
e
 u

p
 m

y
 m

in
d
 n

o
t to

b
e
 e

n
g
a
g
e
d
 in

 su
c
h
 m

e
a
n
in

g
le

ss
c
o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
s a

n
d
 w

a
lk

e
d
 a

w
a
y

fro
m

 it. J
u
st th

e
 o

th
e
r d

a
y, a

n
o
th

e
r o

f m
y
 frie

n
d
 to

o
 h

a
d
 a

n
e
n
c
o
u
n
te

r w
ith

 h
e
r c

o
lle

a
g
u
e
 w

h
e
re

 sh
e
 h

e
a
rd

 u
n
p
le

a
sa

n
t

re
m

a
rk

s a
b
o
u
t h

e
r. T

h
o
u
g
h
 sh

e
 w

a
s fu

m
in

g
 m

a
d
, sh

e
 ju

st p
ra

y
e
d

a
n
d
 sta

y
e
d
 fo

c
u
s o

n
 h

e
r w

o
rk

.

D
o
 y

o
u
 re

a
liz

e
 th

a
t o

th
e
r p

e
o
p
le

 d
o
 n

o
t “

c
a
u
se

”
 y

o
u
r fe

e
lin

g
. Yo

u
c
h
o
o
se

 th
e
m

. A
s lo

n
g
 a

s y
o
u
 b

la
m

e
 o

th
e
r p

e
o
p
le

 fo
r y

o
u
r fe

e
lin

g
,

a
s lo

n
g
 a

s y
o
u
 b

e
lie

v
e
 o

th
e
r p

e
o
p
le

 c
a
u
se

d
 y

o
u
r fe

e
lin

g
, y

o
u
 w

ill
b
e
 a

 h
e
lp

le
ss v

ic
tim

.

W
e
 a

lso
 n

e
e
d
 to

 le
a
rn

 to
 fo

rg
iv

e
. It is d

iffic
u
lt, e

sp
e
c
ia

lly
 w

h
e
n

th
e
 o

th
e
r p

e
rso

n
 d

o
e
s n

o
t se

e
k
 o

r d
e
se

rv
e
 y

o
u
r fo

rg
iv

e
n
e
ss. It is

d
iffic

u
lt w

h
e
n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r p

e
rso

n
 is c

le
a
rly

 in
 th

e
 w

ro
n
g
. P

a
rt o

f
th

e
 
d
iffic

u
lty

 
c
o
m

e
s 

fro
m

 
a
 
c
o
m

m
o
n
 
m

isu
n
d
e
rsta

n
d
in

g
 
o
f

fo
rg

iv
e
n
e
ss.

F
o
rg

iv
e
n
e
ss d

o
e
s n

o
t in

d
ic

a
te

 th
a
t th

e
 o

th
e
r p

e
rso

n
’s b

e
h
a
v
io

r is
a
c
c
e
p
ta

b
le

. F
o
rg

iv
e
n
e
ss to

o
 d

o
e
s n

o
t m

e
a
n
 th

a
t th

e
 o

th
e
r p

e
rso

n
is le

t o
ff th

e
 h

o
o
k
. H

e
 o

r sh
e
 is still re

sp
o
n
sib

le
 fo

r h
is m

isb
e
h
a
v
io

r.

F
o
rg

iv
e
n
e
ss is a

b
o
u
t le

ttin
g
 y

o
u
rse

lf o
ff th

e
 e

m
o
tio

n
a
l h

o
o
k
. It is

a
b
o
u
t re

le
a
sin

g
 y

o
u
r n

e
g
a
tiv

e
 e

m
o
tio

n
s, a

ttitu
d
e
s a

n
d
 b

e
h
a
v
io

rs.
It is a

b
o
u
t le

ttin
g
 g

o
 o

f th
e
 p

a
st so

 th
a
t y

o
u
 c

a
n
 su

rg
e
 fo

rw
a
rd

 to
th

e
 fu

tu
re

. E
v
e
ry

o
n
e
 in

 y
o
u
r life

 is g
o
in

g
 to

 d
isa

p
p
o
in

t y
o
u
. If y

o
u

k
n
o
w

 h
o
w

 to
 re

sp
o
n
d
 to

 th
o
se

 situ
a
tio

n
s, y

o
u
 w

ill b
e
 a

b
le

 to
 liv

e
a
b
o
v
e
 a

n
d
 b

e
y
o
n
d
 y

o
u
r c

irc
u
m

sta
n
c
e
s.

F
o
r th

e
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 h

a
v
e
 d

isa
p
p
o
in

te
d
, h

u
rt o

r
a
n
g
e
re

d
 y

o
u
, a

re
 y

o
u
 h

a
p
p
y
 h

o
ld

in
g
 o

n
 to

 th
e

b
itte

rn
e
ss a

g
a
in

st th
e
m

? R
e
m

e
m

b
e
r, a

n
y
tim

e
y
o
u
 fe

e
l u

n
h
a
p
p
y
 o

r d
e
fe

a
te

d
, it is o

n
ly

 b
e
c
a
u
se

y
o
u
 in

sist o
n
 c

lin
g
in

g
 o

n
 w

h
a
t is n

o
t w

o
rk

in
g
 in

y
o
u
r life

. If y
o
u
 fin

d
 th

a
t y

o
u
r b

itte
rn

e
ss is

h
u
rtin

g
 y

o
u
, m

a
k
e
 a

 d
e
c
isio

n
 to

 le
t it g

o
.

“
L
o
rd

 fo
rg

iv
e
 m

e
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
re

 a
re

 tim
e
s I ch

o
o
se

 to
 d

o
 th

in
g
s m

y
w

a
y
 a

n
d
 I e

n
d
 u

p
 b

e
in

g
 h

u
rt a

n
d
 I p

u
t th

e
 b

la
m

e
 o

n
 th

e
 p

e
o
p
le

a
ro

u
n
d
 m

e
. A

llo
w

 m
e
 to

 p
la

ce
 m

y
 fa

ith
 a

n
d
 tru

st in
 y

o
u
 a

s I p
u
t

y
o
u
 th

e
 ce

n
tre

 o
n
 m

y
 life

 a
n
d
 I sta

y
 fo

cu
s o

n
 y

o
u
.”
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H
 H

A
P

P
E

N
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G
S

H
A

P
P

E
N

IN
G

S

T
h
e
 C

h
ristm

a
s P

a
rty

 fo
r A

lp
h
a
 o

n
 2

8
th

 D
e
c
e
m

b
e
r 2

0
0
6
 w

a
s a

n
e
v
e
n
t th

a
t I th

o
u
g
h
t w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

a
p
p
e
n
 a

s first o
f a

ll, th
e
 C

a
b
in

w
a
s sm

a
ll a

n
d
 th

e
 c

a
rp

a
rk

 w
a
s n

o
t v

e
ry

 in
v
itin

g
.  T

h
e
 ra

in
s

w
e
re

 a
n
o
th

e
r re

a
so

n
 th

a
t w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 k

e
p
t m

a
n
y
 o

f u
s in

d
o
o
rs

a
n
d
 th

e
 tic

k
e
ts w

e
re

 n
o
t m

o
v
in

g
.

B
u
t o

n
 th

a
t d

a
y, m

a
n
y
 w

e
re

 c
a
llin

g
 to

 a
sk

 fo
r tic

k
e
ts a

n
d
 w

e
 h

a
d

to
 tu

rn
 d

o
w

n
 m

a
n
y
 a

s th
e
 C

a
b
in

 c
o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

o
ld

 m
o
re

 th
a
n
 1

0
0

p
e
o
p
le

!

W
e
 h

a
d
 a

 v
e
ry

 p
ra

y
e
rfu

l se
ssio

n
 re

m
e
m

b
e
rin

g
 J

e
su

s o
n
 h

is
b
irth

d
a
y.  T

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 a
 lo

t o
f “

lo
n
g
-tim

e
-n

o
-se

e
”
 fa

c
e
s a

ro
u
n
d

u
s a

s m
a
n
y
 o

f u
s h

a
v
e
 n

o
t se

e
n
 e

a
c
h
 o

th
e
r fo

r so
m

e
 tim

e
.  T

h
e

fo
o
d
 w

a
s p

le
n
tifu

l. T
h
e
 g

a
m

e
 th

a
t w

e
 p

la
y
e
d
 w

a
s fu

n
 a

n
d
 th

e
e
n
te

rta
in

m
e
n
t, fro

m
 o

u
r M

u
sic

 M
in

istry
 w

a
s e

n
te

rta
in

in
g
 to

o
.

W
e
 h

a
d
 a

 sk
it w

h
e
re

 w
e
 sa

w
 so

m
e
 o

f o
u
r “

y
o
u
n
g
 o

n
c
e
”
 le

t th
e
ir

h
a
ir d

o
w

n
.  It w

a
s e

n
jo

y
a
b
le

.

T
h
a
n
k
 y

o
u
 to

 a
ll w

h
o
 o

rg
a
n
iz

e
d
 it!

A
L
P
H

A
 R

E
T

R
E
A
T

T
h
e
re

 w
ill b

e
 a

 re
tre

a
t h

e
ld

 th
is y

e
a
r.  T

h
e
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
 w

ill b
e

m
e
e
tin

g
 u

p
 to

 d
isc

u
ss m

o
re

 d
e
ta

ils o
n
 th

is.  T
h
o
se

 w
h
o
 a

re
in

te
re

ste
d
 to

 a
tte

n
d
 c

a
n
 c

o
n
ta

c
t D

a
v
id

 @
 9

6
9
8
0
8
7
0
, C

o
n
n
y
 @

9
0
1
1
6
0
3
2
 o

r K
a
rl @

 8
1
7
3
9
7
5
4
.

A
L
P
H

A
 G

A
T

H
E
R

IN
G

O
u
r n

e
x
t g

a
th

e
rin

g
 is o

n
 1

0
 F

e
b
ru

a
ry

 2
0
0
7
 a

t th
e
 C

a
b
in

 a
t 7

.0
0

p
m

. It is p
o
tlu

c
k
 a

n
d
 fe

llo
w

sh
ip

.  S
e
e
 y

o
u
 a

ll th
e
re

!

A
lp

h
a
 C

h
ristm

a
s

P
a
rty

 2
0
0
6

b
y
 M

. Ila
n

I h
av

e b
een

 atten
d

in
g

 th
e C

h
ristm

as E
v

e M
ass at B

lessed
 S

acram
en

t
C

h
u

rch
 sin

ce 1
9

9
2

. O
v

er th
e y

ears, th
ere h

av
e

b
een

 v
ery

 in
terestin

g
 p

ag
ean

ts w
h

ich
 I h

av
e

seen
 b

u
t th

e 2
0

0
6

 C
h

ristm
as P

ag
ean

t w
as o

n
e

o
f th

e b
est p

ag
ean

ts I h
av

e ev
er w

atch
ed

.

T
h
e sto

ry
lin

e w
as d

ifferen
t. In

stead
 o

f th
e u

su
al

cast, th
ere w

ere ad
d
itio

n
s lik

e th
e an

im
als, w

h
o

w
ere th

e first to
 m

eet Jesu
s an

d
 th

e to
w

n
s’ fo

lk
w

h
o

 w
ere rep

resen
tin

g
 h

o
w

 so
m

e o
f u

s felt.

T
h

e d
an

ce b
y

 th
e an

g
els w

as im
m

acu
late an

d
o

f co
u

rse it ad
d

ed
 m

o
re co

lo
u

r w
h

en
 w

e h
ad

 th
e tw

o
 little an

im
al

c
h

a
ra

c
te

rs jo
in

in
g

 th
e
m

. E
v

e
ry

 c
a
st m

e
m

b
e
r a

c
te

d
 w

e
ll a

n
d

 w
ith

co
n
fid

en
ce to

o
.

W
h
at really

 m
ad

e th
e n

ig
h
t w

as th
e T

h
ree W

ise M
en

 fro
m

 th
e E

ast.  F
o
r

th
e p

ast 1
4

 y
ears, th

is is th
e first tim

e I saw
 ad

u
lts p

articip
atin

g
 in

 th
e

p
ag

ean
t.  It w

as so
 realistic; w

ith
 th

e to
rch

es th
ey

 carried
 an

d
 th

eir
im

p
ro

v
ised

 ‘cam
els’.

I am
 su

re th
e so

n
g
s th

at w
ere ch

o
sen

 m
ad

e an
 im

p
act o

n
 m

an
y
 o

f u
s w

h
o

w
ere p

resen
t - I m

u
st co

n
g
ratu

late th
e P

arish
 P

riest an
d
 th

e team
 b

eh
in

d
th

e p
ag

ean
t. I am

 su
re th

at th
ere w

as a lo
t o

f effo
rt an

d
 h

ard
 w

o
rk

 p
u

t
in

to
 th

is p
ag

ean
t. T

h
e cast to

o
 d

eserv
e p

raises as it w
as g

o
o

d
 to

 see a
m

ix
tu

re o
f th

e ad
u

lts an
d

 ch
ild

ren
 co

m
in

g
 to

g
eth

er to
 p

resen
t th

e
C

h
ristm

as S
to

ry
 to

 all o
f u

s.

G
reat w

o
rk

 an
d

 I w
as v

ery
 im

p
ressed

. T
h

an
k

 y
o

u
 an

d
 G

o
d

 b
less.

(C
h
eck o

u
t th

e  p
h
o
to

 g
a
llery o

f th
e C

h
ristm

a
s P

a
g
ea

n
t a

t o
u
r w

eb
site:

h
ttp

://w
w

w
.b

sc
.o

rg
.sg

/m
u

ltim
e
d

ia
.a

sp
?

c
a

tid
=

1
2

)

C
h

ristm
a
s P

a
g
ea

n
t 2

0
0
6

b
y
 M

. Ilan
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P
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C
T

G
e

n
e

s
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&

 
A

n
c

ie
n

t 
C

h
in

e
s

e
 
C

h
a

r
a

c
te

r
s

b
y
 T

h
o
m

a
s
 N

g

D
u
rin

g
 2

0
0
3
, m

y
 A

n
g
lic

a
n
 frie

n
d
 ta

lk
e
d
 to

 m
e
 o

n
 th

e
 p

o
s
s
ib

ility
o
f th

e
 a

n
c
ie

n
t C

h
in

e
s
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

rs
 h

a
v
in

g
 s

o
m

e
 c

o
n
n
e
c
tio

n
s

w
ith

 G
e
n
e
s
is

 in
 th

e
 O

ld
 T

e
s
ta

m
e
n
t. In

 e
a
rly

 2
0
0
4
, I m

e
t M

r
J
o
s
e
p
h
 P

h
ilip

 H
o
, th

e
 a

u
th

o
r o

f th
e
 b

o
o
k
 o

n
 ‘G

o
d
’s

 G
ift to

 th
e

C
h
in

e
s
e
 P

e
o
p
le

’ a
ls

o
 ta

lk
e
d
 to

 m
e
 o

n
 s

im
ila

r to
p
ic

 a
n
d
 I b

o
u
g
h
t

h
is

 b
ilin

g
u
a
l b

o
o
k
. In

 h
is

 fo
rw

a
rd

, M
r H

o
 s

tip
u
la

te
s
 th

a
t G

o
d

h
a
s
 le

ft s
c
rip

tu
re

s
 in

 th
e
 C

h
in

e
s
e
 la

n
g
u
a
g
e
 to

 b
rin

g
 s

a
lv

a
tio

n
 to

th
is

 g
e
n
e
ra

tio
n
. I s

h
a
re

 h
is

 v
ie

w
 a

s
 I fe

e
l th

a
t s

o
m

e
 o

f th
e

a
n
c
ie

n
t C

h
in

e
s
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

rs
 re

s
e
m

b
le

 b
ib

lic
a
l w

o
rd

s
 o

r e
v
e
n
ts

in
 G

e
n
e
s
is

.

P
ic

to
g
ra

p
h
s
 w

e
re

 th
e
 e

a
rlie

s
t fo

rm
 o

f w
ritin

g
 in

 a
n
c
ie

n
t tim

e
.

A
n

c
ie

n
t C

h
in

e
s
e

 fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t b
y
 c

o
m

b
in

in
g

 tw
o

 o
r m

o
re

p
ic

to
g
ra

p
h
s
, a

 s
to

ry
 c

o
u
ld

 b
e
 re

la
te

d
. C

h
in

e
s
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

rs
 w

e
re

d
e

v
e

lo
p

e
d

 fro
m

 n
u

m
e

ro
u

s
 p

ic
to

g
ra

p
h

s
. H

is
to

ric
a

l e
v
e

n
ts

in
c
lu

d
in

g
 s

a
c
re

d
 o

n
e
s
 lik

e
 c

re
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 e

a
rth

, th
e
 firs

t m
a
n

a
n

d
 th

e
 u

n
iv

e
rs

a
l flo

o
d

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 in
c
o

rp
o

ra
te

d
 in

to
p
ic

to
g
ra

p
h
s
 a

n
d
 d

e
v
e
lo

p
e
d
 in

to
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

rs
 w

ith
 m

e
a
n
in

g
s
.

F
o
r e

x
a
m

p
le

, th
e
 C

h
in

e
s
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

rs
 o

f th
e
 S

p
irit o

f G
o
d
 (S

h
e
n
g

L
in

g
) a

re
 d

e
riv

e
d
 fro

m
 m

e
a
n
in

g
fu

l w
ritin

g
 s

tro
k
e
s
. T

h
e
 e

n
tire

c
h
a
ra

c
te

r o
f L

in
g
 (S

p
irit) h

a
s
 its

 m
e
a
n
in

g
fu

l c
o
m

p
o
s
itio

n
 if p

u
t

in
 b

ib
lic

a
l s

e
n
s
e
. T

h
is

 c
h
a
ra

c
te

r w
o
n
d
e
rfu

lly
 re

v
e
a
ls

 G
o
d
’s

p
o
w

e
rfu

l c
re

a
tio

n
: “T

h
e
 S

p
irit o

f G
o
d
 m

o
v
e
d
 o

v
e
r th

e
 w

a
te

rs
.”

(G
e
n
 1

:2
). T

h
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

r o
f L

in
g
 is

 b
ro

k
e
n
 d

o
w

n
 a

s
 fo

llo
w

s
:

R
a
in

 o
r H

e
a
v
e
n
’s

 d
e
w

, th
e
 th

re
e
 K

o
u
 (m

o
u
th

s
) s

ig
n
ify

 th
e
 T

rin
ity

o
f F

a
th

e
r, S

o
n
 a

n
d
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit, a

n
d
 th

e
 s

tro
k
e
s
 o

f W
u
 m

e
a
n

m
a
g
ic

a
l w

o
rk

.

T
h
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

r o
f Z

a
o
 (to

 c
re

a
te

) h
a
s
 a

 m
e
m

o
ria

liz
e
d
 w

o
rk

 o
f s

h
a
p
in

g
th

e
 firs

t m
a
n
 A

d
a
m

 fro
m

 th
e
 d

u
s
t o

f th
e
 e

a
rth

: th
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

r T
u
 is

 d
u
s
t

o
r s

o
il; o

n
e
 K

o
u
 is

 a
 m

o
u
th

 m
e
a
n
s
 a

b
le

 to
 ta

lk
, th

e
 d

o
w

n
w

a
rd

 s
tro

k
e

to
 th

e
 le

ft o
f T

u
 in

d
ic

a
te

s
 m

o
v
e
m

e
n
t o

f life
 (w

ith
 liv

in
g
 s

o
u
l), a

n
d
 th

e
la

s
t w

ritin
g
 a

t th
e
 le

ft to
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 th

e
 w

h
o
le

 c
h
a
ra

c
te

r Z
a
o
, m

e
a
n
s

a
b
le

 to
 w

a
lk

.

A
d
a
m

 w
a
s
 c

re
a
te

d
 a

s
 a

n
 a

d
u
lt (w

h
o
 c

a
n
 ta

lk
 &

 w
a
lk

) w
ith

 liv
in

g
 s

o
u
l

w
h
e
n
 G

o
d
 b

re
a
th

e
d
 in

to
 h

is
 n

o
s
trils

 th
e
 b

re
a
th

 o
f life

. “T
h
e
n
 th

e
 L

o
rd

G
o
d
 to

o
k
 s

o
m

e
 s

o
il fro

m
 th

e
 g

ro
u
n
d
 a

n
d
 fo

rm
e
d
 a

 m
a
n
 o

u
t o

f it; h
e

b
re

a
th

e
d
 life

-g
iv

in
g
 b

re
a
th

 in
to

 h
is

 n
o
s
trils

 a
n
d
 th

e
 m

a
n
 b

e
g
a
n
 to

liv
e
.” (G

e
n
 2

:7
).

B
e
fo

re
 th

e
 u

n
iv

e
rs

a
l flo

o
d
, G

o
d
 in

s
tru

c
te

d
 N

o
a
h
 to

 b
u
ild

 a
n
 a

rk
, a

tre
m

e
n
d
o
u
s
 b

o
a
t o

r v
e
s
s
e
l to

 b
e
 th

e
 re

fu
g
e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 d

e
lu

g
e
. T

h
e

C
h
in

e
s
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

r C
h
u
a
n
 (v

e
s
s
e
l) h

a
s
 a

n
 in

te
re

s
tin

g
 re

p
re

s
e
n
ta

tio
n
.

T
h
e
re

 a
re

 th
re

e
 e

le
m

e
n
ts

 p
ic

tu
re

d
: a

 v
e
s
s
e
l (C

h
u
a
n
), e

ig
h
t (B

a
) a

n
d

m
o
u
th

 (K
o
u
) m

e
a
n
in

g
 p

e
o
p
le

.

T
h
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

r C
h
u
a
n
 te

lls
 th

e
 s

to
ry

 th
a
t d

e
s
p
ite

 w
a
rn

in
g
 a

n
d
 p

le
a
d
in

g
b
y
 N

o
a
h
 to

 h
is

 c
o
m

p
a
trio

ts
, th

e
re

 w
e
re

 ju
s
t e

ig
h
t p

a
s
s
e
n
g
e
rs

. “N
o
a
h

a
n
d
 h

is
 w

ife
, h

is
 th

re
e
 s

o
n
s
 a

n
d
 th

e
ir w

iv
e
s
, w

e
n
t in

to
 th

e
 b

o
a
t to

e
s
c
a
p
e
 th

e
 flo

o
d
.” (G

e
n
 7

:7
).

I h
o
p
e
 th

e
 ‘c

o
m

p
o
n
e
n
ts

’ o
f th

e
 a

b
o
v
e
 C

h
in

e
s
e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

rs
 in

 b
ib

lic
a
l

s
e
n
s
e
 w

ill b
e
 in

te
re

s
tin

g
 to

 o
u
r re

a
d
e
rs

. I w
o
u
ld

 try
 la

te
r to

 w
rite

 a
b
o
u
t

th
e
 a

n
c
ie

n
t C

h
in

e
s
e
 s

a
c
rific

e
 to

 G
o
d
 a

n
d
 th

e
 a

n
c
ie

n
t C

h
in

e
s
e
 c

la
s
s
ic

s
a
s
 c

o
m

p
a
re

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 B

ib
le

.
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